
MAY 4, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, May 4, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. in 
the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees Rosie 
DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable 
was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen and Tara Brandl with Above the Fold were also 
present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 20, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Rosie DeZeeuw, 
seconded by Scott Christensen to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 20, 2026. Motion 
carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
OTTERTAIL $ 2,524.89 ITC $ 403.87 
QIARNSTROM & DOERING $ 714.43 COUNTRY SIDE NURSERY $ 54.00 
RETHWISCH & SON $ 328.04 LINCOLN CTY TREASURER $ 3,710.00  
TRAVIS LUSTFIELD $ 32.00 PAT HAYNES $ 250.00 
CHAMBER-CVB $ 330.15 SHUCK GARAGE DOORS $ 275.00  
SW SANITATION $ 4,073.14 TROY NORDMEYER $ 32.00  
TE UNDERGROUND $ 2,110.00 DAKOTA SUPPLY $ 199.04  
KYLIE ROCHEL $ 210.00 ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS $ 53.99  
NORTH SHORE $ 335.00 KIBBLE EQUIPMENT $ 166.68  
BIRDS & BLOOM $ 11.00 FERGUSON WATER $ 1,603.33  
DVL FIRE & SAFETY $ 506.40 CENTER POINT $ 51.54 
DANNY/MEGAN KROTZER $ 250.00 WEST SHORE SERVICES $ 695.00 
 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Jon Olson to approve payment of the claims presented 
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to 
make payment. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on bids for LP for the 2026-2027 heating season. The City of 
Lake Benton contracted with Palisades for 14,000 gallons of LP at $1.279 per gallon for the 2025-2026 
heating season (June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2026). The following three providers were contacted by the 
City to bid the LP for the 2026-2027 heating season: Palisades, Meadowland and Chandler Coop. City staff 
requested bids on 15,000 gallons of LP to be delivered to the City of Lake Benton tanks and provide 
payment options. The bids were due no later than 12:00 Noon on Friday, May 1, 2026. The following bids 
were received for the 100% prepaid payment option:  Palisades for $1.379 per gallon; Meadowland for 
$1.75 per gallon; and Chandler Coop for $1.42 per gallon. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by 
Karen Lichtsinn to contract with Palisades for 15,000 gallons of LP for the 2026-2027 heating season at 
$1.379 per gallon. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on the notice of water rate increase. Administrator/Clerk Eileen 
Christensen previously informed the Council that Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water System Board of 
Commissioners approved a $0.15 increase per thousand gallons in municipal and community water rates. 
In the past, the Council has added an increase to the citizens of Lake Benton’s utility billing. The City’s 
water rate of $3.50 per thousand gallons will be increased to $3.65 per thousand gallons effective July 1, 
2026 to appear on the August utility billing. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to 
approve increasing the resident’s water $0.15 per thousand gallons effective July 1, 2026 to appear on the 
August utility billings. Motion carried. 



The next item of business was to review/act on the Service Contract for the Event Center between the City 
and Danny and Megan Krotzer from June 1, 2026 through May 31, 2027. The agreement states Danny and 
Megan will market and promote the rental of the Event Center over social media and marketing tools for all 
types of events and maintain an updated calendar of events for $250.00 per month. MOTION by Karen 
Lichtsinn, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve the service contract between the City and Danny and 
Megan Krotzer from June 1, 2026 through May 31, 2027 for $250.00 a month. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on the real estate agreement with Loren and Kimberly Konda 
and Nathan Konda. The Council received a letter from Loren, Kimberly and Nathan Konda stating that they 
will not be building a home in the Mork and Giles Addition Lots Three (3) and Four (4) of Block Three (3). 
The agreement states that the buyer had a period of two (2) years to build a home from October 19, 2023, 
and were given an extension of one (1) year to build no later than September 1, 2026. Because Loren, 
Kimberly and Nathan will not be building, the City has the option of purchasing the real estate sold to the 
buyer for 50% of the sale price which is $5,500.00. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Scott Christensen  
to approve purchasing Lots Three (3) and Four (4) of Block Three (3) from Loren and Kimberly Konda and 
Nathan Kinda for $5,500.00. Motion carried. 
 
The Council was then asked if they would like to list the two lots in the Mork & Giles Addition with Lake 
Benton Realty after the Warranty Deed is signed and recorded. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded 
by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve hiring Lake Benton Realty to list the two lots in the Mork & Giles Addition 
after the Warranty Deed is signed and recorded. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Kenneth Johansen to install a 10’ 
addition to the west side of his garage at 504 Lakeview Street. Kenneth was given the setbacks in which 
to install the addition, and the $25.00 application fee has been paid. There are no setback concerns, and 
everything is in compliance with the Ordinance. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Jon Olson to 
approve the building permit for Kenneth Johansen to install a 10’ addition to the west side of his garage 
at 504 Lakeview Street. Motion carried 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
The 2025 audit is completed, and Kinner & Company would like to present it to the Council. It was then 
suggested to meet with the auditor on either Tuesday, May 12, 2026, or Thursday May 14, 2026 at 2:00 
PM. The Council agreed to meet Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 2:00 PM at the Lake Benton Area Community 
and Event Center. 
 
The Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) will be holding a public hearing on its budget 
for Fiscal Year 2027 (July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027) on Thursday, May 14, 2026 at the Farmer’s 
Room of Nobles County Courthouse, 1315 10th Street, Worthington, MN. The hearing will begin at 3:30 
PM. 
 
The next regular Chamber meeting is scheduled for May 19, 2026. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
No report.  
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday May 18, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Karen 
Lichtsinn seconded by Jon Olson and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


