
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 12, 2025 
 
A Special Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Tuesday, May 12, 2025 at 2:00 PM in the 
Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees Rosie 
DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, and Scott Christensen were present. Trustee Jon Olson was absent. Rebecca 
Towne with Kinner & Company and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen were also present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review the 2025 audit for the City of Lake Benton. Rebecca reviewed 
the Independent Auditor’s Report with the Council. The Qualified Opinion on the Governmental Activities is 
the highest rating you can receive. However, this does not relate to the City’s accounting principles. In the 
Unmodified Opinions on Business-type Activities, Each Major Fund, and the Aggregate Fund Information, it 
is the auditor’s opinion the financial statements present fairly for the year and ended in accordance with the 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Rebecca then reviewed the City’s Summary of Net Position which shows comparative years of 2025 
versus 2024. The end of year overall net position is $4.3 million which includes the Governmental Activities 
increasing approximately $100,000.00 from 2024. There was a decrease of $22,503.00 in net position 
reported in connection with the City’s business-type activities. This decrease was a result of the following 
funds:  Sewer decrease of $29,059, Water increase of $5,633.00 and Garbage increase of $923.00. The 
unassigned fund balance is 60% of the annual expenditure and is healthy. 
 
Rebecca then reviewed the Budget with the Council. Effective in 2026, the required GASB supplemental 
information will need to be included in the back of the audit to explain the variances in the budget. There is 
nothing significant in the 2024 budget and overall looks good. When doing the 2027 Fire budget, each City 
is to include an estimate of the Fire State Aid that goes into the Fire Relief Association in both the revenues 
and expenditures. 
 
The capital investment debt decreased and the TIF funds will get decertified in 2026. The City should work 
with someone to spend the remaining funds down prior to December 31, 2026. Eileen will contact Shannon 
Sweeney. 
 
Rebecca then reviewed the 2025 findings which are consistent each year due to the segregation of duties 
as this is common in small municipalities. The Council will need to continue implementing control such as 
reviewing and signing the bank statements and the financials on a regular basis. The second finding 
includes the material audit adjustments which Kinner & Company assists with the GASB entries. 
 
Rebecca then reviewed the Management Letter which recommended having the Mayo or a Council 
member review and sign off on monthly bank statements and reconciliations which are currently being 
done. Kinner & Company also recommended a plan for the Library fund to repay or forgive their portion of 
the deficit pooled cash of $73,792.00 which has been outstanding since 2023. The Council forgave the 
Library deficit pooled cash in early 2026. The last recommendation included the Council evaluating options 
to enhance returns on idle funds such as looking into a money market with higher rates, and the City will 
earn more on the funds they currently have. Rebecca concluded that everything looks good and the Clerk 
did an excellent job. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the 2025 Audit. 
Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott 
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw, and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
_____________________________________         
MAYOR    ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


