JUNE 15, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, June 15, 2026 at 5:30 P.M.
in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees Rosie
DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable
was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Sheriff Bob Bushman, and Anahi Rivera with
Above the Fold were also present.

Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items
were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 1, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn,
seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 1, 2026. Motion
carried.

CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON:

L-P RURAL WATER $ 5,096.89 RETHWISCH & SON $ 5,552.81
GOPHER STATE $ 12.15 CITY OF LAKE BENTON $ 176.36
POSTMASTER $ 202.52 KINNER & COMPANY $ 185.00
MN DEPT OF HEALTH $ 1,236.00 SW SANITATION $ 4,198.14
NORTHLAND SECURITIES $ 34,439.75 XION $ 720.00
GARDEN GATE $ 450.00 CARDMEMBER SERVICES $ 514.53
MEADOWLAND FARMERS $ 1,123.82 TE UNDERGROUND $ 550.00
ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS $ 139.99 ABOVE THE FOLD $ 270.00

MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Jon Olson to approve payment of the claims presented
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to
make payment.

LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE

Sheriff Bob Bushman reviewed the May calls for service. Activity for traffic was up but nothing else out of
the ordinary. Sheriff Bob Bushman stated they are all set for Saddle Horse weekend as deputies will be
available for the boat race, fireworks and assist getting the horses lined up for the parade. Sheriff Bob
Bushman also stated they will be bringing the electronic speed sign to Lake Benton for the weekend as
well. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the Law Enforcement
Update. Motion carried.

The next item of business was the MnDOT Highway 75 Project Update by Jesse Vlaminck with MnDOT.
Jesse contacted Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen this morning to inform her the documents he
wanted to present were not complete and he requested to be added to the July 6, 2026 Council meeting.

The next item of business was the Highway 75 Project Update by Scot Leddy with Banner Associates. Scot
Leddy requested to come to the July 6, 2026 Council meeting as well.

The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Charity Borresen to install a 10’ x
16’ utility shed in her backyard at 206 S. Fremont Street to replace her existing shed. Charity was given
the setbacks in which to install the utility shed, and the $25.00 application fee has been paid. There are
no setback concerns, and everything is in compliance with the Ordinance. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn,
seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the building permit Charity Borresen to install a 10’ x 16’ utility
shed in her backyard at 206 S. Fremont Street. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the First Notice of Nuisance Violation. Administrator/Clerk
Eileen Christensen informed the Council at the last regular meeting of June 1, 2026, she requested
authorization to contact Legal Counsel to find out the next step in the nuisance violation at 210 W. Bluff
Street. Eileen spoke with Legal Counsel who advised her to get Council approval to move forward with a



Notice of Hearing letter along with additional pictures to the property owner to attend the next Council
meeting on July 6, 2026. After the July 6, 2026 meeting, if the property is not cleaned up to the Council’s
satisfaction, the property owner will be sent a Notice of Council Order providing the property owner with
20 additional days to clean up the property. If the property owner does not have the property cleaned up
after the 20 days, the City may request the City Attorney to file an abatement with the Judge to make the
decision based on the Ordinance violations. Should this matter go into abatement, the property owner
will be responsible for the filing fee of $327.00 plus the cost of the City employees or outside assistance
to clean up the yard. This will be assessed to the property owner’s property taxes, or their wages may be
garnished until the bill is paid in full. Additional pictures were provided to the Council from earlier in the
day and the shrubs were cut down but not pruned and the front lawn is still unkept. MOTION by Scott
Christensen, seconded by Karen Lichtsinn to send the property owners at 210 W. Bluff Street a Notice of
Hearing to take place on July 6, 2026 and pictures of the property. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to appoint election judges for the Primary and General Elections. The
Primary Election is scheduled for Tuesday, August 11, 2026 and the General Election is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 3, 2026. Notice was received from the County Auditor of mandatory training for
election judges to be held on-line. All election judges are required to complete this training. Every judge
who successfully completes training will be certified for two years. In 2024, the City paid the judges
$15.00/hour. Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen contacted Tracy Trigg, Rosemary DeZeeuw, and
Renee Ambrose and they agreed to be judges for the Primary and the General Elections (if all are
needed). All judges will be attending the training. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Scott Christensen
to appoint election judges Tracy Trigg, Rosemary DeZeeuw, and Renee Ambrose for the Primary and
General Elections for $15.00 an hour. Trustee Rosie DeZeeuw abstained from voting. Motion carried.

Plum Creek Library System is requesting the City Council review the attached revised Agency Agreement
and also the signatory cities re-sign the Agency Agreement to reflect several updates resulting from state
statute changes and routine review.
These updates include:

e The removal of the School District of Pipestone as a member due to withdrawal

¢ Areduction in the notice period for special Board meetings from two weeks to five days

¢ A shift in the preliminary budget timeline from March to April

¢ Revisions to trustee appointment language to provide additional flexibility in selection methods.
These revisions are administrative in nature and are not intended to alter the intent or governance structure
of the agreement. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to authorize the Library
Chair, Library Director and Administrator/Clerk re-sign the Agency Agreement. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:

The City hired Carla Dalin-Stanga as the new Assistant Clerk, and she will begin her duties on July 1,
2026. The Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) will be having a bus tour (Stops to
include: Heritage Event Center, Taunton; Little Explorers Day Care, Ghent; Marshall Parks; and Camden
State Trail, Marshall), and their annual meeting on Thursday, July 9, 2026 at the Heritage Event Center,
3621 County Highway 8, Taunton, MN. The bus tour begins at 12:45 PM and the meeting begins at 4:00
PM. If you wish to attend the bus tour and/or meeting, please let me know prior to June 24, 2026 so | can
get you registered at no charge (dinner is not included unless you pay for it yourself - $18.00).

MAYORAL REPORT:
No report.

The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 6, 2026 at 5:30 PM.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by
Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Scott Christensen, and carried, the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK



