
JANUARY 5, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, January 5, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes, Trustees Rosie 
DeZeeuw, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable, and Trustees Karen Lichtsinn 
and Jon Olson were absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen was also present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 15, 2025 were reviewed. MOTION by Scott 
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 
15, 2024. Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
OTTERTAIL $ 2,866.33 ITC $ 398.92 
QUARNSTROM/DOERING $ 172.50 L-P RURAL WATER $ 15,000.00 
RETHWISCH & SON $ 577.77 TRAVIS LUSTFIELD $ 32.00  
PAT HAYNES $ 934.00 LEAGUE OF MN CITIES $ 1,071.00 
MN LIFE $ 4.80 JOHANSEN REPAIR $ 4,301.34  
BIOAG ENERGY $ 619.80 TROY NORDMEYER $ 32.00  
KYLIE ROCHEL $ 140 ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS $ 136.85 
CHRISTIANSON FARM $ 74.90 AMAZON $ 30.00  
CENTER POINT $ 51.54 DANNY/MEGAN KROTZER $ 250.00 
 
MOTION by Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve payment of the claims presented 
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to 
make payment. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on the 2025 annual lease between the City and the Historical 
Society for the Heritage Center building. The City allocated $6,500.00 to the Historical Society for 2026 for 
the operation of the museum. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve 
the 2026 annual lease between the City and the Historical Society for the Heritage Center and authorize 
the Mayor and Administrator/Clerk to sign the annual lease. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on the Proposed Mayoral and Council Appointments for 2026.  
MOTION by Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve to approve the 2026 Mayoral 
Appointments as follows:  Acting Mayor-Rosie DeZeeuw; Street Commission-Patrick Haynes and Karen 
Lichtsinn; Heritage Center/Community Center/Opera House-Patrick Haynes; Water/Sewer/Refuse-Patrick 
Haynes and Karen Lichtsinn; Library-Rosie DeZeeuw; Recreation/City Parks-Patrick Haynes and Jon 
Olson; Chamber of Commerce-CVB-Tourism-LIFE-Karen Lichtsinn and Rosie DeZeeuw; Weeds-Scott 
Christensen; Fire Department-Scott Christensen; First Responders-Jon Olson; Law Enforcement Liaisons-
Scott Christensen and Jon Olson; Cable TV-Rosie DeZeeuw; EDA Representatives-Patrick Haynes and 
Karen Lichtsinn; Personnel/Human Resources-Patrick Haynes and Karen Lichtsinn; and Fire Relief 
Association Trustees-Scott Christensen and Jon Olson. The Ad-Hoc committee will include members of 
the City as well as Council members, which will be determined when needed. Motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the 2026 Council Appointments 
as follows:  City Administrator/Clerk-Eileen Christensen; Tree Inspector-Jim Roggenbuck; Library Director-
Jodi Lichtsinn; Fire Chief-Darin Herschberger; Civil Defense-First Responders; Law Firm-Quarnstrom, 
Doering at $150.00 per hour not to exceed $150.00 per meeting; Official Newspaper-Lake Benton Valley 
Journal; Official Depository for City Funds-First Security Bank, Lake Benton. Motion carried. 



ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
The 2025 City Archery Hunt ended December 31, 2025 with a total of 16 deer harvested. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
No report. 
 
The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 5:30 PM. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott 
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


