JANUARY 20, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 5:30
P.M. in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees
Rosie DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable and
Trustee Jon Olson were absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Assistant Library Director
Lynn Carpenter, and Sheriff Bob Bushman were also present.

Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items
were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 5, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn,
seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 5, 2026. Motion
carried.

CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON:

LMC-BERKLEY ADMIN $ 16,312.00 VADIM $ 9.20
L-P RURAL WATER $ 4,463.39 RICK'S WELDING $ 129.00
GOPHER STATE $ 4.05 CITY OF LAKE BENTON $ 172.68
POSTMASTER $ 202.52 LEAGUE OF MN CITIES $ 30.00
MN LIFE $ 4.80 LAKE BENTON EDA $ 7,500.00
LB CHAMBER $ 7,500.00 LBHISTORICAL SOCIETY $ 6,500.00
LB DINER’S CLUB $ 1,500.00 SW SANITATION $ 3,945.99
BANNER ASSOCIATES $ 8,237.50 CARDMEMBER SERVICES $ 293.60
SW INITIATIVE $ 350.00

MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve payment of the claims presented
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to
make payment.

LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE

The Council reviewed the December calls for service in Lake Benton. Sheriff Bob Bushman informed the
Council there were 42 calls for service in December. Bob ran a year-end report with 516 calls for service
which averages to 43 calls for service per month in 2025. Bob has been working with Maintenance
Supervisor Travis Lustfield on parking issues during snow removal and they were managed without much
effort. The Sheriff’s office is using the office in Lake Benton quite a bit, which makes their job a lot easier.
The Sheriff’s office employees and their families donated boxes of food to the Lake Benton food shelf
earlier today. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve the Law
Enforcement Update. Motion carried.

LIBRARY UPDATE:

Assistant Library Director Lynn Carpenter was in attendance to provide the Library update on behalf
of Library Director Jodi Lichtsinn who had a prior commitment. The Lake Benton Public Library is a
member of the Plum Creek Library System, with 26 member libraries in the nine (9) southwest
counties of the state. We also access a large number of libraries in the State of Minnesota through
MNLINK.

The library was busy in the past year. The following is a comparison between the years 2025 and
2024:
2025 2024
Patrons entering the building 5,301 5,728
In-house computer usage 111 161



Books checked out 6,980 7,811

Books to other libraries 2,090 1,884
Books from other libraries 1,482 1,712
Audio books 710 569
E-books 452 459

The library’s Pre-School Story time was held from January through May and September through
December. The children’s Summer Reading Program was held from June through July, and the Adult
Winter Reading Program was held from January through March. The Book Club meets monthly and
the Fiber Guild meets weekly at the Library. The Library team are extremely proud that they were
able to receive four (4) grants. The first enabled them to hold a metal stamping bracelet class taught
by Jennifer Anfinson. The second grant was from the Lake Benton Foundation and enabled them to
purchase computers. They also hosted a Minnesota photographer who gave a presentation on Wind,
Prairie and Stone in southwest Minnesota in conjunction with the Lake Benton Legion and the Senior
Dining programs. Rockin’ Woody, a musician performed at the Diner's Club meal in May. They also
hosted a virtual author visit with Georgia Hunter, a caricature artist, and a speaker on the monarch
butterfly. The Lake Benton Library Open House included an in-house virtual video from the Hennepin
County Library called the Talk of the Stacks: The Ultimate MN Cookie Cookbook. They also received
a grant from the Amundson Ohana Foundation to provide story time supplies to the local daycares
during the winter months.

The Library was also given 100 children’s books through the Brownstone book fund. The Library team
thank the City of Lake Benton for your support of the Lake Benton Public Library.

The Library’s Mission Statement, which is to enrich lives, build community, and foster success by
bringing people, information, and ideas together in a respectful manner. Jodi’s report included the
library’s 2026 goals which included increasing patron usage through more programs and activities for
all ages and grow the summer reading programs, offering enjoyable activities (i.e. coloring, puzzles,
games and activity sheets), promotion of services and activities through social media (Facebook),
and through her monthly library column, use of advertising dollars to promote programs for people of
all ages, invite clubs and organizations to meet at the library (currently have Fiber Guild, Book Club,
and Extension and possibly a Mom’s Group, partner with the Chamber, Senior Citizens and 4-H
groups, provide how--to workshops, cooking, baking, social media, life skills, budget, gardening and
more, movie night, and promote the outreach program.

The library employees will continue to weed books not checked out in the past five years, a genre at a
time, replacing them with current and more desirable items, and go through all areas to organize
them efficiently. Jodi reported that when looking at needs for the library, research grant possibilities
are at the top of the list, the employees will train themselves in how to apply for grant funds, take
advantage of grants offered through the Legacy program that must be used for arts, arts education,
arts access, and to preserve Minnesota’s history and cultural heritage, take advantage of Prairieland
grant opportunities and check local grant funds. The library will stay within the budget the City has set
for them and manage fiscal responsibility and manage expenses by only purchasing what is needed.
The library will take advantage of training opportunities through the Plum Creek Library System and
their affiliates, and honor and show appreciation for the Friends of the Library and the Fiber Guild.

Lynn thanked the Council and the community for supporting the library, which is vital for the
community. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to accept the Library
update. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the Service Contract for the Local Access Channel
and the Electronic Sign between the City and Pat Haynes from February 1, 2026 through January 31,
2027. The agreement states Pat will spend eight (8) hours a month to service and update the Local
Access Channel and spend four (4) hours a month to service and update the Electronic Sign.
MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the Service Contract for the



Local Access Channel and Electronic Sign between the City and Pat Haynes from February 1, 2026
through January 31, 2027 for $250.00 a month. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on a resolution with the DNR for a City-Wide Hunt in 2026.
The resolution authorizes the City of Lake Benton to work with the DNR to allow a special hunt in 2026.
The City is aware there is a proficiency requirement for any new hunters applying, and the City will need to
get the landowner’s permission (i.e., Lincoln County) prior to hunting on their property. The application
with the DNR will need to be completed prior to May 2026. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by
Karen Lichtsinn to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to sign the resolution with the DNR for a City-
Wide Hunt in 2026. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:

The Council was provided with a Notice of Rate Increase from Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water that the new
water rates will take effect on July 1, 2026 and payable August 1, 2026. Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water is
raising the water rates $0.15 per 1,000 gallons. This will be put on one of the agendas in May 2026 for the
Council’s review and action.

The annual meeting of the City of Lake Benton, Lake Benton Fire Department and Townships will be held
on Thursday, February 19, 2026 at 7:00 PM at the Lake Benton Area Community & Event Center.

MAYORAL REPORT:
No report.

The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 2, 2026 at 5:30 PM.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Karen
Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw and carried, the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK



