APRIL 14, 2026

The Board of Review for the City of Lake Benton was held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at

6:30 P.M. in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided.
Trustees Rosie DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, and Scott Christensen were present. Trustee Jon Olson
was absent. County Assessor Shirley Abear, Cody Moen, City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen,
Todd Dykstra, Tony Dunn, and Megan DeWitt were also present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

Shirley Abear presented a handout to the Council and reviewed the purpose of the Local Board of
Appeal and Equalization is to provide a fair and objective forum for property owners to appeal their
valuation or classification. They can only make changes that are sustained by facts and that meet
statutory guidelines. Property taxes are not within the jurisdiction of the Local Board. Shirley then
presented what the Local Board can and cannot do. The Local Board of Appeal and Equalization must
complete its work within a 20-day period from the date of this meeting. All owners appealing their
valuations and/or classifications will be notified by letter of the decision made by the Local Board of
Appeal and Equalization. Anyone who is not satisfied with the Local Board’s decision may appeal to the
County Board of Appeal and Equalization on June 16, 2026 at 6:30 PM. Appointments are required.

Shirley then informed the Council that the Local Board of Appeal Equalization trained members include
Trustee Rosie DeZeeuw’s certification will expire July 1, 2028, and Trustee Patrick Haynes’ certification
will expire July 1, 2029.

Shirley then provided the total preliminary 2026 estimated market value for the City of Lake Benton is
$55,355,400. For the 2026 assessment, Lake Benton had eleven (11) good arm’s length transactions
with a preliminary sales ratio of 74.7%. The assessment level for all property types in all jurisdictions in
Minnesota is 100%, with an acceptable median ratio falling within the range of 90 to 105 percent. In
order to meet the compliance, the City of Lake Benton’s median was increased 25% to 92.2% to meet
the mandated compliance. Lincoln County has a trend of 18 months to predict sales for October 1,
2026 through September 30, 2027. The new construction in 2026 for the City of Lake Benton totaled
$56,000.00.

Shirley and Cody then asked the Council if they had any questions and then provided time for the
audience to ask questions. Todd Dykstra inquired why did you have to raise it 22%, it changes every
year. Where does the money go? Shirley explained that the value of the property is not a tax increase,
individuals are taxed on the City levy and the school referendum, and it depends on the sales in the
City. Shirley suggested Todd check to see if he is eligible for a refund in which the information is
located on the back of your tax forms.

Tony Dunn inquired why the value of his homestead keeps going up and he has not done anything to
the property except take down a few trees. Cody reviewed Tony’s valuation and stated the tillable
ground was adjusted. However, Shirley and Cody will contact Tony and schedule a time to meet with
him to remap his property at the Assessor’s Office.

Megan DeWitt inquired how the value of her property could go up when all the remodeling was
completed before they moved in. Megan stated it has gone up 48% in the past two years. This is a
strain on homeowners as it increases their mortgage. Shirley and Cody will set up a time to go through
Megan’s house with her in the near future.

MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the assessment report with no
changes, pending the follow-up inspections on Tony Dunn’s and Megan DeWitt’s properties. Motion
carried.



There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott
Christensen, seconded by Karen Lichtsinn, and carried. The meeting was adjourned.

MAYOR ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK



