
 
APRIL 6, 2026 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, April 6, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. in 
the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes, Trustees Rosie DeZeeuw, 
Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. 
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield, Lincoln County 
Sheriff Bob Bushman, Bob Worth, Diann Powell, and Joe Blastic with The Nature Conservancy were also 
present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 16, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, 
seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 16, 2026. Motion 
carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
OTTERTAIL $ 2,522.72 ITC $ 401.69 
QUARNSTROM/DOERING $ 87.50 RETHWISCH & SON $ 924.15 
TRAVIS LUSTFIELD $ 32.00 PAT HAYNES $ 250.00  
MN LIFE $ 4.80 CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING $ 56.12  
SW SANITATION $ 4,073.14 ACTIVE 911 $ 372.60  
MIDWEST LIVING $ 15.00 XION $ 2,730.69  
TITAN MACHINERY $ 376.25 TROY NORDMEYER $ 32.00  
MARK HURD $ 307.50 READER’S DIGEST $ 30.00  
KYLIE ROCHEL $ 200.00 ONE OFFICE $ 139.99  
ABOVE THE FOLD $ 178.65 THOMAS PLUMBING $ 250.00 
FERGUSON WATER $ 1,900.00 AMAZON $ 24.59 
DANNY/MEGAN KROTZER $ 250.00 
 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Jon Olson to approve payment of the claims presented 
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to 
make payment. 
 
PROJECTS UPDATE – THE NATURE CONSERVANCY: 
Joe Blastic with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) was in attendance to provide an update on TNC’s 
projects scheduled for 2026. Joe introduced himself and provided a packet to the Council. Joe stated 
TNC has had a couple acquisitions in the past few years which include the Kalemeyn tract south of the 
City. TNC plans to clean up the building sight, remove the fencing and install wildlife fencing, and will 
take steps to convert the plants to grass. There is a lot of transition involved with this site. Joe stated that 
one of their tracts will be open for hunting which they already provide a lot of hunting area, and they are 
moving forward with removing tree stands left on the tract and encourages all hunters to remove their 
tree stands when done. The City archery hunt does well but the total deer that has been taken is not as 
high as he hoped. Joe stated that signs are posted for hunting and if there are any issues, contact DNR 
Game Warden Derek Daniels, or Joe Blastic with TNC. Removing the buckthorn on TNC hill is on their 
project list which will include expensive equipment and will begin this year.  
 
Audience members then inquired about TNC not following the City’s Ordinance for obnoxious weeds 
such as Canadian thistle that is not controlled prior to going to seed. Another audience member spoke 
with an agriculture commissioner, and any agriculture farmer would get fined. TNC does not control the 
infestation of obnoxious weeds. Joe stated TNC mows and hays two (2) to three (3) times a year. 
 



The audience then stated the City has a fantastic fire department and mutual aid fire departments and 
the City could have lost a lot of homes. Joe stated there have been ten (10) fires on TNC hill. Then Joe 
was questioned why there are no records of prescribed burns from TNC. Joe stated TNC did a control 
burn in 2010. The audience also inquired about if TNC has firebreaks to slow down a fire. Joe stated 
TNC already has firebreaks. Joe was informed that TNC has not done a controlled burn on the east side 
of the hill in 27 years. 
 
Joe then stated TNC has a difficult time mowing around the dump pit due to all the rocks there. The 
Council and audience stated if TNC had had a controlled burn earlier, it would have made it easier to put 
the fire out a week ago as grass would have been growing and not burned so easily. The audience then 
stated since 1955 the hill has been grass all the time and never caught fire because it was naturally 
controlled by livestock. 
 
Joe then stated that regarding the fire TNC lost posts, and fencing, and they will need to work to get the 
wires off the ground and clean it up. TNC’s losses total $3,200.00 and inquired how the City would like to 
proceed. Joe then stated his opinion that the fire started by the City dump and provided the following 
potential solutions: move the fire pit from its current area due to the strong southwest winds; and limit the 
size of the stumps. 
 
DEBRIEFING ON FIRE – March 28, 2026: 
Fire Chief Darin Herschberger was unable to attend, so Sheriff Bob Bushman provided a debriefing on 
the fire on The Nature Conservancy Hill on March 28, 2026. Sheriff Bob Bushman stated he has never 
seen a fire move as fast as the fire a week ago. It did not take long for the Lake Benton fire department 
and mutual aid fire departments to show up and they contained it quickly. A lot of bad things could have 
conspired by the dryness and the high winds, but the fire departments did a good job. The day after the 
fire, Sheriff Bob Bushman flew their drone over the burnt hill, and the fire departments kept the fire 
between the highway and the railroad tracks. The fire departments and law enforcements worked well 
together and we were very fortunate. Sheriff Bob Bushman reminded the Council and audience that the 
Lake Benton firefighters are all volunteers. The Council thanked Sheriff Bob Bushman for controlling the 
traffic so well. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
Sheriff Bob Bushman stated there were 50 calls for service in Lake Benton for the month of March, with 
nothing out of the ordinary. Sheriff Bob Bushman will be putting the portable speed sign up again and it 
really has an impact on people entering Lake Benton. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie 
DeZeeuw to approve the Law Enforcement Update. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Robert Mintun to install a deck. 
Robert would like to install an 8’ x 12’ deck behind his house at 117 S. Garfield Street. Robert was given 
the setbacks in which to install a deck, and the $25.00 application fee has been paid. There are no 
setback concerns, and everything is in compliance with the Ordinance. MOTION by Scott Christensen, 
seconded by Karen Lichtsinn to approve the building permit for Robert Mintun to install an 8’ x 12’ deck 
behind his house at 117 S. Garfield Street. Motion carried 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on selecting an administrative proposal for the Small Cities 
Development Grant. The Council was provided a copy of the Appliacant Pre-Award Risk Assessment 
and a copy of the Request for Proposals for the SCDP Grant Application. The City received only one (1) 
proposal from DSI which was also provided to the Council. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by  
Rosie DeZeeuw to select Development Services, Inc. (DSI) to administer the Small Cities Development 
Grant. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on a Resolution to Forgive the Library Fund Deficit Pooled 
Cash. Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council of 2024 Audit meeting in May 2025, 
that the Auditors recommended the City consider forgiving the negative balance in the Library fund which 
shows a deficit of $73,792.00 overdrawn from pooled cash or slowly repaying it off at $1,000.00/year. The 
Library does not make a lot of money and it would take several years to pay it off and they may end up with 



a negative balance again. This will not decrease the General Fund cash as it has already paid the deficit. 
 
The Auditor visited the City office on March 23, 2026 and requested Eileen bring this forward to the 
Council to consider forgiving the Library Fund deficit. Attached is a copy of the Resolution the Council 
may or may not approve. Should the Council approve forgiving the deficit, Eileen will contact the Auditor 
to inform them they can give her the journal entry to write it off. The Resolution read as follows: 
 
A RESOLUTION TO FORGIVE THE LIBRARY FUND PORTION OF DEFICIT POOLED CASH 
WHEREAS, The City of Lake Benton’s Library fund deficit pooled cash due to other funds is $73,792.00 
over the past several years, and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Lake Benton, County of Lincoln, 
State of Minnesota, as follows: 
1.   Forgive the Library fund’s deficit pooled cash due to other funds in the amount of $73,792.00 as the 

Library funds are not healthy enough to pay back. 
The forgoing motion was made by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Scott Christensen and passed on the 6th 
day of April, 2026. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
The 2026 Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for the City of Lake Benton is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 14, 2026 at 6:30 PM at the Lake Benton Area Community & Event Center. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
No report. 
 
The Lake Benton Fire Department expressed their gratitude to the mutual aid fire departments and the 
DNR. The Mayor stated we will plan to address the issues regarding the fire on The Nature Conservancy 
Hill in the near future. 
 
The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 20, 2026 at 5:30 PM. There being no 
further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott Christensen, 
seconded by Jon Olson, and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


