
APRIL 20, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, April 20, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees Rosie 
DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable 
was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield, 
Danny Krotzer, and Mark Wilmes with Above the Fold were also present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 6, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Rosie DeZeeuw, 
seconded by Karen Lichtsinn to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 6, 2026. Motion 
carried. The minutes of the Special Board of Review Meeting of April 14, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION 
by Scott Christensen, seconded by Jon Olson to approve the minutes of the Special Board of Review 
Meeting of April 14, 2026. Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
VADIM $ 3,848.85 L-P RURAL WATER $ 4,820.39 
RICK’S WELDING $ 90.00 GOPHER STATE $ 6.75  
CITY OF LAKE BENTON $ 193.22 POSTMASTER $ 202.52  
MN LIFE $ 4.80 CHAMBER-CVB $ 298.25  
STAPLES $ 32.25 DSI $ 3,500.00  
BANNER ASSOCIATES $ 4,118.75 BIOAG $ 1,079.73 
CARDMEMBER SERVICES $ 2,724.08 ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS $ 20.45  
ABOVE THE FOLD $ 202.20   
 
MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve payment of the claims presented against 
the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make 
payment. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE 
Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield provided a quote for a new power washer. Travis informed the 
Council that when the City took over the maintenance building from the State, the State left a power 
washer to wash the sand and salt from the snowplow, and it is on its last leg. Travis received a quote for a  
new power washer with a heater from Rethwisch & Son for $5,200.00. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, 
seconded by Jon Olson to approve the purchase of the 4000 PSI 4 GPM Honda E-Start Engine Hot Water 
Pressure Washer with Hose Reel for $5,200.00. Motion carried. Travis then informed the Council that he 
and Troy started mowing the lawns today. 
 
Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield then spoke with the Council about the dump site and when can 
we open it. Travis talked to Jim Roggenbuck, Joe Blastik with The Nature Conservancy, and Fire Chief 
Darin Herschberger. Joe and Darin agreed to reshape the dump into a pit and dig a hole so the pit is not 
facing the southwest side. The City can hire Double D Gravel for approximately $2,500.00 to move the pit 
further to the east. Travis then informed the Council the restrictions would include trees no larger than 24 
inches around and two feet long and residents will need to sort their logs from their sticks. Until the 
residents learn this, the Maintenance Department will do their best to try to separate the logs and twigs. 
Travis then stated that he would like to move the gate down to the edge of old Highway 75, and have the 
gate open only during work hours 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM Monday through Friday. It was suggested to ask 
Jenny Nordmeyer to make a sign to include the restrictions, hours of operations and sizes of trees. Travis 
then stated The Nature Conservancy cannot burn around the pit, and he would like to open the dump 
tomorrow, April 21, 2026, move the gate, and block the pit. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by 
Scott Christensen to move the gate to the bottom of the road along old Highway 75, and open the dump 
tomorrow, April 21, 2026. City Staff will laminate signs to include the restrictions, enlarge the pit, and post 
cameras around the area to view residents entering and leaving the pit area. Motion carried. MOTION by 



Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Jon Olson to approve the Public Works Update. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on Danny Krotzer conveying a portion of property to the City. 
Danny Krotzer was in attendance to explain that the City’s propane tank south of the Event Center is 
eleven (11) feet on his property located at 124 Center Street. City staff stated that City Attorney Mike Cable 
suggested Danny provide an easement for a portion of property to the City to leave the propane tank where 
it is located which meets the compliance of  twenty-five (25) feet from a building. Danny informed the 
Council that he and his wife will be selling the property and, in an effort to keep the title clean, requested 
City staff talk with City Attorney Mike Cable to draw up an easement to continue using the property, and 
work with a surveyor to assist with the agreement. Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will contact City 
Attorney Mike Cable to draw up an easement. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie 
DeZeeuw to approve paying for Legal Counsel to draw up an easement for a portion of Danny Krotzer’s 
property located at 124 Center Street to the City to place the Event Center propane tank. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on city licenses for May 1, 2026 through April 30, 2027. City 
Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen provided the Council with information on the liquor and tobacco 
licenses for the City, and the temporary liquor and dance licenses for the Fireman’s Dance from 8:00 PM 
on June 20, 2026 through 1:00 AM June 21, 2026. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen also stated 
the Sheriff needs to sign the Liquor applications so she can get them sent into the state prior to May 1, 
2026. Sheriff Bob Bushman performed a background check and signed the necessary applications. 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Karen Lichtsinn to approve the following City Licenses for 
May 1, 2026 through April 30, 2027 with proof of liability insurance from those with On Sale Liquor 
Licenses: Cigarette: Lake Benton Resort; On Sale Liquor:  Country House Supper Club, and the Lake 
Benton Resort; On Sale Liquor (Sunday): Country House Supper Club, and the Lake Benton Resort; Off 
Sale Liquor:  the Lake Benton Resort; and the Temporary Liquor and Dance Licenses to the Lake Benton 
Fire Department at 110 Benton Street for the Fireman’s Dance from 8:00 PM on June 20, 2026 through 
1:00 AM on June 21, 2026. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on the 2026 contract for mowing the north ditch at 
cemetery hill for $328.60 per time not to exceed seven (7) times or $2,300.20. Mike Otto mowed the 
hill last year at the same cost. If the ditch needs to be mowed more often Mike will contact the Mayor 
for approval. Mike also provided proof of liability insurance. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by 
Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the 2026 contract with Mike Otto to mow the north ditch at cemetery hill at 
$328.60 per time not to exceed seven (7) times or $2,300.20. Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
At the November 3, 2025 Council meeting, the Council approved charging $100.00 to have City staff set up 
tables and chairs at the Event Center for an event and $100.00 to take down after the event. Since the floor 
needs to be swept after the take down, I would like to suggest and get approval from the Council to charge 
$150.00 to take down versus the $100.00 previously approved. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded 
by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve charging $150.00 to have City staff take down tables and chairs and sweep 
the floor after a funeral luncheon at the Event Center. Motion carried. Clean up week is scheduled for May 
4 through May 8, and appliance pick-up is scheduled for Tuesday, May 5, 2026. The rabies clinic is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 5, 2026 from 4:00-6:00 PM at the Fire Hall.  
 
The regular Chamber meeting has been changed from May 12, 2026 to May 19, 2026. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
No report. 
 
The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 4, 2026 at 5:30 PM. There being no 
further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott Christensen, 
seconded by Jon Olson, and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


