MARCH 2, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, March 2, 2026 at 5:30 P.M.
in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes, Trustees Rosie
DeZeeuw, Jon Olson and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable and Trustee Karen
Lichrsinn were absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Travis
Lustfield, and Kristie Johnson with DSI were also present.

Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

At 5:30 PM Mayor Patrick Haynes called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing. MOTION by Scott
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to go into the Public Hearing. Motion carried.

The Public Hearing on the Small Cities Development Grant of Lake Benton. Kristie Johnson was in
attendance with Development Services and reviewed the community’s housing needs, proposed
activities, locations, overall costs, and proposed financing with the Small Cities Development grant. She
also reviewed the implementation schedule, the past performance of the proposed staff in carrying out
the project, and compliance with historical requirements. Kristie informed the Council and community that
the City of Lake Benton requests $521,640.00 from SCDP plus administrative costs to rehabilitate 21
owner-occupied housing units. A community engagement process yielded interest, with 42 households
submitting interest statements; 35 of these appear to qualify under HUD’s low-to-moderate-income
guidelines. The City of Lake Benton proposes an average SCDP rehab cost of $24,480.00 per unit. The
program will offer a two-tiered system based on income. SCDP funding will provide 100% of the project
financing up to a maximum of $25,000.00. The deferred loans will be structured at 0% for a 10-year term.
The loan amount will be reduced by 10% per year over the 10-year term. The repayable loans will be
amortized at 2% interest with a flexible term to accommodate household affordability. The maximum term
for repayable loans is 10 years.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), administered in Minnesota by the Minnesota Historical
Society, is responsible for reviewing projects that use federal funds to ensure compliance with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. In the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP), a SHPO
review is required as part of the environmental review process to determine whether proposed activities
will impact buildings. This review applies to housing rehabilitation that involves structures more than 50
years old or ground disturbance.

As the grant administrator, DSI has experience with the repayment of income from grant proceeds and
helps to guild cities through this process. DSI has worked with SCDP project for 39 years and
administered over 88 SCDP grants. DSI currently administers grants involving owner-occupied
rehabilitation for the Cities of Annandale, Fulda, Garvin, Hendricks, Ilvanhoe, Madison, Minneota,
Russell, Ruthton, and Tyler. The SCDP Grant Application must be submitted on or before April 15, 2026.
Kristie then asked if there were any questions. No citizens were in attendance to offer input, and the
Council did not have any questions.

MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Scott Christensen to close the public hearing at 5:34 PM. Motion
carried.

Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items
were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Jon Olson,
seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2026.
Motion carried.



CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON:

OTTERTAIL $ 3,154.55 QUARNSTROM/DOERING $ 600.00
RETHWISCH & SON $ 42.91 RFD NEWSPAPERS, INC. $ 59.98
RICK’'S WELDING $ 410.00 TRAVIS LUSTFIELD $ 32.00
PAT HAYNES $ 250.00 MN LIFE $ 4.80
DOUBLE D GRAVEL $ 556.66 MN DEPT OF HEALTH $ 1,236.00
GARY NORDMEYER $ 400.00 BANNER ASSOCIATES $ 4,118.75
TROY NORDMEYER $ 32.00 TOYNE $126,455.00
KYLIE ROCHEL $ 140.00 ABOVE THE FOLD $ 70.80
AMAZON $ 28.78 PLUM CREEK LIBRARY $ 12.75
CENTER POINT $ 51.54 DANNY/MEGAN KROTZER $ 250.00

MOTION by Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve payment of the claims presented
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to
make payment.

The next item of business was to review/act on moving forward with the Final Application for the Small
Cities Development Grant. Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that as part of the
SCDP Final Application process, each Council member is requested to complete the Conflict-of-Interest
Disclosure form. If any of the Council members or their immediate family are planning to apply for the
program, then they have a conflict of interest and must abstain from voting.

Eileen then requested the Council to approve DSI moving forward with the SCDP Final Application and
authorize the Mayor to sign the grant application forms. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie
DeZeeuw to approve DSI moving forward with the SCDP Final Application and authorize the Mayor to sign
the grant application forms. Motion carried.

Eileen then requested the Council approve the Local Government Resolution No. 20260302 for the grant
application for the City of Lake Benton. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Scott Christensen to approve
the Local Government Application Resolution No. 20260302 for the grant application for the City of Lake
Benton. Motion carried.

Eileen then requested the Council to authorize the Request for Procurement and recommended the
Council move forward with the request for proposals for administrative services. MOTION by Rosie
DeZeeuw, seconded by Scott Christensen to authorize the Request for Procurement and move forward
with the request for proposals for administrative services. Motion carried.

Each Council member was then requested to sign the Tennessen Warning Notice.

The City’s local match out of their revolving fund would total $20,000.00, Eileen informed the Council that

at their April 6, 2026 meeting, there will be one item for approval: Selecting an Administrative Proposal. A
legal notice will be sent to the newspaper along with a Request for Proposal Packet that will be kept at the
City office should anyone request it in a separate email.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE

Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield updated the Council regarding the quote he received from Banner
to install new water and sewer lines on the property north of the gas station. Banner quoted $60,000.00 to
install a sewer line, and $50,000.00 to $60,000.00 to run a new water line that was previously disconnected
and run the line from Center Street, under the viaduct to the property north of the gas station. Travis also
stated a hydrant would be included as well. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Jon Olson to
approve installing a new sewer line and water line for $120,000.00. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on Temporary Easements for MNDOT’s Reconstruction in
2027. Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield and Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen met via video
conference with Jesse Vlaminck and Patrick Jaeger with MnDOT on Friday, February 20, 2026 to discuss
temporary easements on Benton Street to replace the storm sewers in front of the Opera House and along
the Fire Hall going north on Grant Street. MnDOT will be replacing the storm sewers, curb and gutter, and
the sidewalks.



Acquiring land by purchase from a local government agency, a proper acquisition document, a copy
of a resolution of the governing body, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting must be obtained.
The resolution should contain a description of the property to be conveyed to the State, authorize
the specific officers to execute the acquisition document and state the consideration to be paid, if
any. The copy should be held in the parcel file.

MnDOT is requesting the Council consider the following two options before proceeding:
- Option #1 — Proceed with waiving your rights for compensation — formerly known as a “Zero
Dollar Permit”.
- Option #2 — Proceed with an appraisal based approach charging MnDOT up to $2,500.00
for the permit acquisition.

Your response will allow MnDOT to have the right to offer a property acquisition document, and a
copy of a resolution of the governing body to the City. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by
Rosie DeZeeuw to proceed with waiving the City’s rights for compensation — formerly known as a
“Zero Dollar Permit”. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on a Resolution Accepting a Donation to the Library. The
Library received a donation from the Fiber Guild for $115.50. This donation will be designated for
collections. Minnesota Statutes state the Library can accept donations for the benefit of recreational
services. The Council needs to pass the resolution accepting the donation to the Library. MOTION by
Rosie DeZeeuw, seconded by Jon Olson to approve the Resolution Accepting a Donation from the Fiber
Guild for $115.50 to the Library. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:

The 2026 Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for the City of Lake Benton is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 14, 2026 at 6:30 PM at the Lake Benton Area Community & Event Center. The Personnel Committee
will be meeting on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 2:00 PM.

MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Patrick Haynes reminded the community to move their vehicles off the street when it snows to assist
the Maintenance Department in cleaning the streets.

The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 16, 2026 at 5:30 PM. There being no
further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott Christensen,
seconded by Jon Olson and carried, the meeting adjourned.

MAYOR ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK



