
MARCH 16, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, March 16, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees Rosie 
DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike Cable 
was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Scot Leddy and Landen Buse with Banner 
Associates, and David Enke were also present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
At 5:30 PM Mayor Patrick Haynes called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing. MOTION by Scott 
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to go into the Public Hearing. Motion carried. 
 
The Public Hearing to Discuss a Facilities Plan for Underground Utility and Surface Improvements on 
Highway 75/Fremont Street. Banner Associates submitted the Facilities Plan including all checklist items 
and related forms on March 6, 2026. Scot Leddy and Landen Buse with Banner Associates were in 
attendance to discuss the following items:  treatment alternatives, location, reasons for the selected 
method and estimated charges. 
 
Scot Leddy provided a Power Point presentation to the Council and the audience that provided the purpose 
of the facility plan, the project needs, alternatives & cost analysis, improvements, rate impact, funding and 
project timeline. The purpose of the Facility Plan was to evaluate the existing conditions of the trunk 
Highway 75/Fremont Street sanitary sewer and watermain improvements. This was required for The 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) approval and funding of the failing sanitary sewer and 
watermain infrastructure issues, excessive infiltration and inflow into the sanitary sewer, watermain breaks 
and MnDOT’s roadway improvements. The infrastructure issues include undersized pipes, watermain 
breaks, leaking sewer pipes and manholes and the 70+ year old pipes. Scot stated there are two 
alternatives: Alternative #1 is to replace the infrastructure because MnDOT is resurfacing the highway; 
Alternative #2 is not an option due to the failing infrastructure. The improvements needed will improve 
reliability of the utilities which include water quality, fire protection, and lower treatment costs. Banner is 
recommending 2,300 feet of 6” PVC watermain and six (6) valves, five (5) fire hydrants with shut-off valves, 
1,700 feet of water service pipe, 2,800 feet of 8” PVC sanitary sewer mains, nine (9) precast concrete 
manholes, 2,300 feet of sewer service pipe and 60 new sanitary sewer and water service connections. 
 
Scot then reviewed the worst-case scenario assuming the City does not receive funding was to increase 
the surcharge of the water and sewer $31.00 per month. Banner’s projected cost to replace the 
infrastructure is $1,965,700.00. Some of the funding options include the Clear Water Revolving Fund 
(CWRF) and the Drinking Water Revolving Fund (DWRF) to receive low-interest loans through the 
Minnesota Public Facilities Authority (PFA) which is based on the MPCA scoring criteria; the Water 
Infrastructure Fund (WIF) which is an income-based grant program with 80% grant on eligible costs; and 
the USDA Rural Development long-term loan which is also an income-based grant program. 
 
Scot then reviewed the project timeline which he stated they began the project in 2006 and began working 
with the City in 2024 on the preliminary engineering report. They then worked with MnDOT in March 2025 
and began the PFA application. Banner worked with DSI on the priority list and DSI is applying for funding 
assistance on the CWRF and DWRF. This public hearing is to move forward with attempting to get funding 
assistance to complete the PFA Intended Use Plan. The project bidding is scheduled for September 2026 
with an assessment hearing shortly after the bid is completed. The project construction will begin in the 
spring of 2027 with a complete date in the fall of 2027. Scot then asked the Council and the audience if 
there were any questions. With no questions for Scot and Landen, Mayor Patrick Haynes thanked Scot and 
Landen for their time. 
 

A. Review/Act on Resolution Number 2026-001 – Receiving and Accepting the Facility Plan 
Prepared by Banner Associates, Inc. The Resolution read as follows: 
WHEREAS, a Facility Plan meeting the requirements of MN Administrative Rules 7077.0272, 



Facilities Plan for Highway 75/Fremont Street has been prepared by Banner Associates Inc.; 
and 
WHEREAS, the Facility Plan includes the minimum requirements as required under Minnesota 
Rules Chapter 7077 for underground utility improvements to the Highway 75/Freemont Street 
area; and   
WHEREAS, a Public Hearing at which the Facilities Plan for the Highway 75/Fremont Street 
project was presented and discussed, was held on March 16, 2026; and   
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the Facility Plan prepared by Banner Associates, 
Inc. and in the best interests of the City and its residents; and 
WHEREAS, the City intends to submit the Facility Plan to the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency for review and approval pursuant to Minnesota Rules Chapter 7077 and to pursue 
applicable state and federal funding opportunities, including but not limited to the Minnesota 
Public Facilities Authority (PFA) Clean Water Revolving Fund; and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
BENTON, MINNESOTA, that the City Council hereby accepts the Facility Plan prepared by 
Banner Associates, Inc. and directs its submittal to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  
DULY ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 16TH DAY OF MARCH, 2026.  

 
MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Karen Lichtsinn to adopt Resolution Number 2026-001 – Receiving 
and Accepting the Facility Plan Prepared by Banner Associates, Inc. Motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to close the public hearing at 5:40 PM. 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 2, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Scott Christensen, 
seconded by Jon Olson to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 2, 2026. Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
ITC $ 396.57 L-P RURAL WATER $ 5,086.39 
RETHWISCH & SON $ 299.30 GOPHER STATE $ 5.40 
CITY OF LAKE BENTON $ 175.37 POSTMASTER $ 203.74 
MN POLLUTION CONTROL $ 1,450.00 SW SANITATION $ 4,073.14  
BANNER ASSOCIATES $ 4,118.75 BIOAG $ 584.86  
CARDMEMBER SERVICES $ 2,784.20 LINCOLN CTY AUDITOR $ 40.00  
ABOVE THE FOLD $ 46.46 CHRISTIANSON FARM $ 60.70  
 
MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve payment of the claims presented 
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to 
make payment. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on Resolution Number 2026-002 Minnesota Public Facilities 
Authority Clean Water Revolving Fund Loan Application for the 2027 Utility and Street Improvements for 
Highway 75/Fremont Street, City of Lake Benton, Minnesota. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes reminded the Council they met with Lisa Graphanteen in February 2025 regarding 
the preliminary application for the Clean Water Revolving Fund (CWRF) and the preliminary application for 
the Drinking Water Revolving Fund (DWRF). These applications are due in March and May 2026.  
 
The Resolution read as follows: 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton, Minnesota is hereby applying to the Minnesota 
Public Facilities Authority for a loan from the Clean Water Revolving Fund for improvements to its 



municipal wastewater system by making improvements to the City’s wastewater collection system as 
described in the loan application.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton estimates the loan amount to be $1,006,492  
or the as-bid cost of the project. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton has the legal authority to apply for the loan, 
and the financial, technical, and managerial capacity to repay the loan and ensure proper construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project for its design life. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton hereby expresses its official intent to use 
proceeds of this loan to reimburse construction expenditures made prior to the issuance of its general 
obligation bond to the Public Facilities Authority. 
Resolution No. 2026-002 passed this 16th day of March, 2026. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by 
Scott Christensenn to approve Resolution Number 2026-002 Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 
Clean Water Revolving Fund Loan Application for the 2027 Utility and Street Improvements for Highway  
75/Fremont Street, City of Lake Benton, Minnesota. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on Resolution No. 2026-003 Minnesota Public Facilities 
Authority Drinking Water Revolving Fund Loan Application for 2027 Utility and Street Improvements 
for Highway 75/Fremont Street, City of Lake Benton, Minnesota. The Resolution read as follows: 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton, Minnesota is hereby applying to the Minnesota 
Public Facilities Authority for a loan from the Drinking Water Revolving Fund for improvements to its 
municipal water system by making improvements to the City’s water distribution system as described in 
the loan application. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton estimates the loan amount to be $719,608 or 
the as-bid cost of the project. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton has the legal authority to apply for the loan, 
and the financial, technical, and managerial capacity to repay the loan and ensure proper construction, 
operation and maintenance of the project for its design life. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Lake Benton hereby expresses its official intent to use 
proceeds of this loan to reimburse construction expenditures made prior to the issuance of its general 
obligation bond to the Public Facilities Authority. 
Resolution  No 2026-003 passed this 16th day of March, 2026. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded 
by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve Resolution No. 2026-003 Minnesota Public Facilities Authority Drinking 
Water Revolving Fund Loan Application for 2027 Utility and Street Improvements for Highway 
75/Fremont Street, City of Lake Benton, Minnesota. Motion carried. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
The Council reviewed the February calls for service in Lake Benton. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by  
Scott Christensen to approve the Law Enforcement Update. Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
No report. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
Mayor Patrick Haynes informed the Council the Personnel Committee met regarding the Assistant Clerk 
position and we will be moving forward with the process. 
 
The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 6, 2026 at 5:30 PM.  
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Karen 
Lichtsinn, seconded by Scott Christensen and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


