
FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 5:30 
P.M. in the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. Mayor Patrick Haynes presided. Trustees 
Rosie DeZeeuw, Karen Lichtsinn, Jon Olson, and Scott Christensen were present. City Attorney Mike 
Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, and Maintenance Supervisor Travis 
Lustfield were present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 
 
Mayor Patrick Haynes then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up 
during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so, they had two minutes to state their concern. No items 
were brought forward at this time. 
 
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 2, 2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, 
seconded by Jon Olson to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 2, 2026. Motion 
carried. 
 
CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON: 
M & H COMMUNICATIONS $ 1,158.00 L-P RURAL WATER $ 4,736.39 
RETHWISCH & SON $ 1,074.44 GOPHER STATE $ 50.00  
CITY OF LAKE BENTON $ 175.21 POSTMASTER $ 203.74  
STAPLES $ 73.75 SW SANITATION $ 4,073.14  
BIOAG $ 39.98 CARDMEMBER SERVICES $ 273.44  
CATALIS $ 2,376.08 LINCOLN CTY AUDITOR $ 100.00 
ABOVE THE FOLD $ 49.20 DEAN BRANDT $ 304.73  
MED COMPASS $ 2,360.00 
 
MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve payment of the claims presented 
against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to 
make payment. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE 
Maintenance Supervisor Travis Lustfield informed the Council that his department is maintaining the snow 
equipment for the next snow. Travis then informed the Council he ordered two (2) loads of ground concrete 
from Double-D Gravel to put behind the Library and in the alley between Garfield Street and Fremont 
Street. Travis is going to ask Don Scholton at the County if they can use their roller to roll the concrete. 
Travis then stated he was going to attend Minnesota Rural Water’s class to get his Continuing Education 
Units to keep his Class D Water License active. The date did not work for Travis and his family but he may 
attend a class in Pipestone in May to get his 8 hours in. Travis then informed the Council that he and 
Eileen Christensen had a meeting with MnDOT last week regarding the Highway 75 infrastructure. There is 
a sewer line that runs north to the intersection of Highway 75 and Highway 14 that MnDOT is planning to 
remove because there are no buildings on the property. Travis talked with Aaron Shuck who owns the 
building west of Highway 75 and is going to add a restroom and needs to have access to the sewer line. 
Travis inquired if he should get a quote from Banner to add a new sewer line in place of the old one, and a 
quote from Empire to camera the sewer line and add a sleeve to the line. Travis needs to have this taken 
care of before the final plans are submitted on March 6, 2026. The Council agreed to have Travis contact 
both Banner and Empire for quotes and report back at the next meeting of March 2, 2026. MOTION by 
Karen Lichtsinn, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the Public Works Update. Motion carried. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
The Council reviewed the January calls for service in Lake Benton. MOTION by Scott Christensen, 
seconded by Jon Olson to approve the Law Enforcement Update. Motion carried. 
 
 



The next item of business was to review/act on a temporary On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for the 
Lake Benton Area  Foundation to serve alcohol at the Lake Benton Area Foundation Gala on March 28, 
2026 at the Lake Benton Area Community and Event Center. MOTION by Scott Christensen, seconded by  
Rosie DeZeeuw to approve the temporary on-sale intoxicating liquor license for the Lake Benton Area 
Foundation to serve alcohol at the Lake Benton Area Foundation Gala on March 28, 2026 at the Lake 
Benton Area Community and Event Center. Motion carried. 
 
The next item of business was to review/act on Administrator/Clerk new computer system. The 
Administrator/Clerk computer system is 12 years old and the League of MN Cities suggested addressing 
computer system modernization and data disaster recovery. Danny Krotzer has researched new computer 
systems and a network backup that will cost approximately $3,000.00. Danny will oversee the transfer of 
the data and update the network backup for an additional charge. MOTION by Karen Lichtsinn, seconded 
by Jon Olson to approve the purchase of a new computer system for the Administrator/Clerk. Motion 
carried. 
 
The next item of business was to call for a public hearing on the Small Cities Development Grant Program. 
A copy of the legal notice of a public hearing was included in the Council packet. The regulations of the 
program require that we offer all citizens the opportunity to give input and/or ask questions about the grant 
program on in our community. Prior to submitting the legal notice to the newspaper, the Council needs to 
call for a public hearing on March 2, 2026 at 5: 30 PM. MOTION by Jon Olson, seconded by Scott 
Christensen to set the date and time of the public hearing at 5:30 PM on March 2, 2026. Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT: 
Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen requested to schedule a meeting with the Personnel Committee 
(Mayor Patrick Haynes and Trustee Karen Lichtsinn) to discuss the hiring of an Assistant Clerk, and to 
check their schedule for available dates. 
 
The annual meeting of the City of Lake Benton, Lake Benton Fire Department and Townships will be held 
on Thursday, February 19, 2026 at 7:00 PM at the Lake Benton Area Community & Event Center. The 
Lake Benton Fire Department placed an order for their new Chasis and will be paying a portion of the total 
cost, which is $126,455.00. Funds will be withdrawn from their Fire Truck CD that currently has 
$488,438.67. The bank has waived the penalty for withdrawing the funds from the CD. A new 6-month CD 
will be issued for the remaining amount left when the money is withdrawn. 
 
MAYORAL REPORT: 
No report. 
 
The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 2, 2026 at 5:30 PM.  
 
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Scott 
Christensen, seconded by Rosie DeZeeuw and carried, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
           
MAYOR      ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK 


