
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, September 19, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable and Trustee Al Lindemann were absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Sandy Dahl, Patrick Haynes, Ivan Finzen, Scott Christensen, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Acting Mayor Diann Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Diann Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 6, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 6, 2016. Motion carried.

Mayor Barb Powell then presided over the meeting and requested the minutes of September 6, 2016 be corrected. The first correction is in the Police report on page two, correct the statement that Tony Sievert is ready to go on his own. It should read:  It was questioned how many hours Acting Police Chief Alex “AJ” Anderson will be working. Mayor Barb Powell said she does not know but it will be less than Tony Sievert who just became licensed. Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson said Tony is not ready to be on his own yet but AJ will report to the Council when he feels Tony is ready. Cole Nordmeyer finished Tony’s driving training this past weekend. 

The second correction is in the paragraph on page two regarding pest control. Correct the statement that Plunkett’s Pest Control was at the City of Tyler and won’t mess with any of that and that you can’t do something like this just because the City of Tyler says to do it. It should read:  Mayor Barb Powell stated Plunkett’s Pest Control was at the City of Tyler and they cannot do anything in the City until the residents give permission for them to do something.
The Council approved that the above corrections be made to the September 6, 2016 minutes.
claims presented against the city of lake benton:
ITC
$
241.33
QUARNSTROM & DOERING
$
2,463.73

ALPHA WIRELESS
$
569.00
LAKE BENTON PARTS
$
59.43

LB HARDWARE
$
62.62
EXPRESSWAY-LB
$
747.83
HARVEST LAND
$
89.90
CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
136.18
POSTMASTER
$
118.32
TODD DRAPER
$
10.45

LEAGUE OF MN CITIES
$
874.00
CHAMBER-CVB
$
259.53
DOUBLE D GRAVEL
$
816.58
SOUTHWEST SANITATION
$
3,423.84
XION TECHNOLOGIES
$
40.00
AVERA MEDICAL GROUP
$
853.00
CARDMEMBER SRVCS
$
1,075.96
LIPINSKI SMALL ENGINE
$
129.09
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
50.00
SCHUNEMAN EQUIPMENT
$
70.77

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
The next item of business was to certify the proposed property tax levy and announce the time and place of the public meeting. The certification needs to be done by September 30, 2016. The total levy to be raised by taxes is $237,509.44 of which $160,509.44 is allocated to the General Fund and $77,000.00 is allocated to the USDA-RUS Improvement Fund. It was noted that these amounts can be lowered but not raised at the Truth-in-Taxation Hearing. The proposed budget amounts are as follows:  GENERAL FUND:  Income - $450,235.44, Expenses - $439,003.38; FIRE FUND:  Income - $75,100.00, Expenses - $65,546.67; LIBRARY FUND:  Income - $45,769.00, Expenses - $40,910.33; UTILITY FUND: (Water, Sewer and Garbage) Income - $368,182.00, Expenses - $260,172.25; USDA-RUS: Income - $77,000.00, Expense - $77,000. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the total proposed 2017 tax levy at $237,509.44 to include $160,509.44 allocated to the General Fund and $77,000.00 allocated to the USDA-RUS Improvement Fund. Motion carried

The Council then needed to announce the date and time of the public meeting for the Truth-In-Taxation. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to hold the Truth-In Taxation public meeting on Monday, December 5, 2016 at 6:00 PM at the Heritage Center/City Office. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the Agreement between the Owner and Engineer for Professional Engineering Services for Coteau Street Improvements for the City of Lake Benton. Legal Counsel has reviewed the agreement and approved the same subject to the City approving the fees to be paid to Banner and Associates, Inc. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the Agreement between Owner and Engineer for Professional Engineering Services for Coteau Street Improvements for the City of Lake Benton and to approve the signatures of the Mayor and Administrator/Clerk. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the current set-up with the Local Access Channel and the Library Internet. Library Director Shelly Finzen informed the Council she didn’t have enough information to present at this time and will bring this issue back to the Council if needed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to table this item until a later date. Motion carried.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council of the parking issue on Parkview Drive. Todd spoke with Kenny Nielsen, Caretaker of the Hole-in-the-Mountain Apartments, about the possibility of posting 72-hour parking signs on Parkview Drive. Kenny said he will speak with his superior at the Ivanhoe office about the issue. Todd went on to say one of the tenants who had four vehicles informed him he was going to be getting rid of two of the vehicles so he wouldn’t have to park them on Parkview Drive. As of now, there doesn’t seem to be a problem with parking on Parkview Drive and people are staying away from the driveways. After some discussion whether to post the signs or leave it as is, it was the consensus of the Council to drive the posts in the ground before it freezes and post the signs on November 1, 2016. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will put something together on City letterhead to give to Kenny Nielsen to distribute to the tenants prior to November 1st. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve driving the posts in the ground before it freezes, and post four (4) 72-Hour Parking signs on both sides of Parkview Drive on November 1, 2016.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then reported to the Council on the rat problem within the City of Lake Benton. He spoke with Dave Gilligan of Minn-Kota Pesticide who is very busy this time of year. Todd and Dave discussed if there were any changes in the City, and how the weather could play a part in this. Todd Draper sent Dave a map of the City where the rats were located, and they agreed that the rats could be living in the storm drains which could be due to the frequency of the rains driving them there. It was then commented that the City has lost a lot of cats and they kill the rats. Dave is checking into a chemical company on what he may or may not use to bait the rats, and will make a trip to the City to look at the places where the rats were found. There could be something that can be done and he will get back to the City when he has received all the required information to make his recommendations.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then told the Council the City has a lease agreement with MN DOT on the EMS building, and the City is responsible for maintenance on the building. Todd explained to the Council that when it rains, the rain washes into the building and it becomes very slimy. The First Responders asked if something could be done, and a Representative from the First Responders, a Contractor and Todd Draper got together and agreed they can put an apron in front of the building to force the rain to go to the drainage ditch. The approximate cost could be $5,000.00 to $6,000.00 and the First Responders are willing to help with the cost. The Fire Department houses their extrication vehicle in the EMS building and they haven’t been asked yet, but they may help with the cost as well. Something should be done before someone gets hurt and the City could be looking at work comp claims that could have been avoided. After some discussion on whether funds are available to pay for the Contractor to put in an apron and force the rain water to the drainage ditch, City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen explained she can find the funds to cover the work that needs to be done. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell for the City to pay the full amount of putting in an apron at the EMS building, and Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will work with Gary Serie and the Contractor to get it done as soon as possible. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

None.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she received a complaint from a resident that was walking their dog on a leash and their dog was attacked by another dog not on a leash. The police were contacted, responded to the incident, and took statements from both parties. However, the police did not follow-up in any way to see how the dog was or if the resident wanted to (maybe) press charges.

It has been suggested that the City send a letter to all the dog owners within the City reminding them of the City’s Animal Ordinance No. 91. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen gave a copy of the letter she would like the Council to approve and authorize her to send to all the dog owners within the City limits. With a couple changes to the letter a MOTION was made by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to authorize City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to send the corrected letter to all the dog owners within the City limits. Motion carried.
MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell asked the Council if they would like to Pledge Support for the Monarchs. The Pledge will help get monarchs in the community and keep them. The City must do seven (7) of the required eight (8) issues, and continue with the process for 20 years. After some discussion the Council may consider doing the pledge.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


