
OCTOBER 3, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, October 3, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Sandy Dahl, Robin McChesney, Larry Robins, Scott Christensen, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 19, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 19, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
SHELLY FINZEN
$
95.26
LAKE BENTON GROCERY
$
9.83

OTTERTAIL
$
2,306.31
LEAGUE OF MN CITIES
$
18,212.00

POSTMASTER
$
47.00
EILEEN CHRISTENSEN
$
16.20

L-P RURAL WATER
$
3,346.48
TODD DRAPER
$
32.00
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE
$
6.80
NEVE’S UNIFORMS
$
698.67
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
72.94
JIM’S REPAIR
$
237.32
LB FIRE DEPT
$
14,873.63
SCHUNEMAN EQUIP
$
127.02
KEEPRS, INC.
$
84.99
MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for September was not available for the meeting. Mayor Barb Powell said Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson informed her it was a very busy month. The September Police Report will be available at the next regular meeting of October 17, 2016.
The next item of business was to review/act on the sealed bids for farm land rent. One bid was received for rental of the City’s 160 acres north of town. The bid received on the 136 tillable acres was as follows:  Tom and Mary Gunnink – $31,725.00. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to award the bid to Tom and Mary Gunnink to rent the 160 acres north of town for a period of three years at $31,725.00 per year. Motion carried. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen requested approval to contact Legal Counsel to draw up the lease between the City and Tom and Mary Gunnink and the Council gave their approval.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council that in April 1979 the City of Lake Benton went with Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water and paid for 57,000 gallons a day. Effective August 29, 2016 Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water  increased the capacity charges for both bulk users as well as rural users from $7.50 per gallon to $9.00 per gallon. As of now, the City does not need to increase the 57,000 gallons per day, but if in the future a business or industry comes to town, the City may need to increase the capacity.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council the City found a reversible plow for snow removal.
Titan Machinery has been here quite a few times to fix the tractor that was purchased in December 2015. The air bag was the latest thing to go. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will contact Titan Machinery and report back to the Council at the next meeting about an extended warranty.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Trustee Diann Powell informed the Council the Library would like to be open an additional hour per week and this item will be addressed at the next regular meeting of October 17, 2016.
Trustee Bob Worth requested Todd contact Nature Conservancy in regards to the noxious weeds in town. It was suggested to invite someone from Nature Conservancy and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture to a Council meeting next spring to discuss this issue.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
None.
MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council the Lighthouse Assembly will be using the Community Center on October 31, 2016 for their annual trunk or treat. They would like to block off the alleys so no vehicles can go through. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will speak with the Pastor to confirm what alleys they are planning to block and what they are using to block the alleys.

Mayor Barb Powell then informed the Council there is something falling from someone’s tree onto the sidewalk on Benton Street and inquired who is responsible for keeping the sidewalks clear of debris. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will check the new Ordinance to confirm the sidewalks are the owner’s responsibility.

Mayor Barb Powell then informed the Council there was a noxious smell of something burning at a residence on Benton Street. This is in violation of the City’s Ordinance and the Council authorized City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to send the property owner a letter and a copy of the open burning and prohibited material Ordinance.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


