
OCTOBER 17, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, October 17, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Wayne Janiszeski, Scott Christensen, Sheriff Chad Meester, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 

No items were brought forward at this time.

Mayor Powell requested a motion to revise the agenda and switch Item #3 – Police Report for September by Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson with Item #4 – Petition to Grant a Conditional Use Permit to Wayne Janiszeski so AJ Anderson can comment on Item #5 – Proposal for Computer Aided Dispatching. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to approve the revised agenda. Motion carried.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 3, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 3, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
ITC
$
238.32
USTI
$
11.12

QUARNSTROM/DOERING
$
105.00
M & H COMMUNICATIONS
$
97.00
LAKE BENTON PARTS
$
139.86
LB HARDWARE
$
788.58
EXPRESS WAY-LB
$
471.44
THOMAS ELECTRIC
$
106.65
GOPHER STATE
$
16.20
CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
132.19
POSTMASTER
$
116.96
LINCOLN CTY TREASURER
$
129.00
UTILITY CONSULTANTS
$
30.00
TODD DRAPER
$
71.94
CHAMBER – CVB
$
149.26
FIRST SECURITY BANK
$
24,248.35
LB FIRE RELIEF
$
24,903.00
KYLE LEARY
$
29.20
SW GLASS CENTER
$
137.05
SW SANITATION
$
3,423.84
MIKE OTTO
$
1,890.00
TITAN MACHINERY
$
747.02
CARDMEMBER SRVCS
$
299.95
VERIZON
$
35.01
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
106.25
MARCO
$
624.40
MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
The next item of business was to review/act on a petition to grant a Conditional Use Permit to Wayne Janiszeski. The petition will allow him to install a 55 foot radio tower, fastened to his garage, at his residence at 230 S. Grant Street. Wayne Janiszeski was present to answer any questions the Council had in regards to his installing an amateur radio tower and antenna. Wayne informed the Council that he uses Ham Radio (Amateur Radio) and because the hill behind his property does not allow him to get the frequency he needs, he wants to install a 35 foot radio tower with an antenna no taller than 20 feet. Wayne then informed the Council the tower will be cemented into the ground, and fastened to his garage. It will have the capability to flip down when he is not using it.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council they will need to set the Conditional Use Hearing date and time. The hearing can be published in the paper ten days prior to their next Council meeting of November 7, 2016 should the Council consider having the hearing on that date. Notices of Hearing on the Proposed Conditional Hearing Use Permit letters will be mailed to the adjoining property owners within 100 feet radius. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to set the Conditional Use Hearing for November 7, 2016 at 5:45 PM, and mail notices to the newspaper and adjoining property owners within 100 feet radius. Motion carried.
Sheriff Chad Meester was not in attendance at the time of the next item to be reviewed. Therefore, Mayor Barb Powell suggested going to Item #6 – Library Hours for 2017. 
The next item of business was to review/act on hours at the Library. Library Director Shelly Finzen was available and requested the Council consider approving the Library to open at 10:00 AM instead of 11:00 AM on Friday mornings. This will increase the hours the Library is open per week from 35.5 to 36.5. Shelly then informed the Council the Library staff opens the Library at 10:00 AM on Friday morning for “Friday Morning Fun-time” for pre-school story time and open campus. Shelly volunteers her time for this hour. There have been several requests from patrons to have the Library open more morning hours. Shelly then informed the Council the funding formula from the County is largely based on the number of hours the Library is open. This may increase the amount they receive in the future. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve extending the Library hours one hour on Friday’s to be open from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM beginning January 1, 2017 for one year. Motion carried.

POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for September was given by Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson via telephone. AJ Anderson asked the Council if they would like to allow a bigger budget for the part-time officers. If so, AJ Anderson would allow part-time Officer Tony Sievert to work four (4) or five (5) eight (8) hour shifts for coverage. After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to leave the hours part-time Officer Tony Sievert is currently working which is eight (8) hours on Wednesday’s, Friday’s and Saturday’s. Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson will work periodically as well.
The next item of business was to review/act on the proposal for computer aided dispatching with the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Chad Meester was available and distributed a proposal from Zuercher to the Council and explained the total quote for the computer aided dispatching is $97,561.00. Sheriff Chad Meester broke down the quote according to users:  one (1) user for Lake Benton, one (1) user for Ivanhoe, two (2) users for Tyler, and eight (8) users for the Sheriff’s Office. The percentage calculations are based on the amount of users and the breakdown includes the Sheriff’s Office at 66%, Tyler at 16%, Ivanhoe at 9%, and Lake Benton at 9%. The City of Lake Benton’s total estimate could be $10,500.00 to $12,000.00.
Sheriff Chad Meester then explained the mapping portion of the quote which is included in the initial purchase of the system. Each department has their own unique mapping system and therefore each department will need to purchase their own mapping system. The mapping fee for the City of Lake Benton will be $1,863.00 the second year which includes updates and upgrades. The quote does not include computers, printers and mounts which could estimate anywhere from $2,000.00 to $6,000.00. In the near future, agencies will be mandated to submit citations, reports and various documents electronically and can do so while in their squads.
Sheriff Chad Meester also explained the County may use some of the 911 funds to help purchase a portion of the system. Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson uses the computer aided dispatching system in Yellow Medicine and commented on how the system is beneficial in a lot of ways. It is less time consuming looking up ICR’s, and is a useful tool for part-timers.
Sheriff Chad Meester then stated that if the City does not want to join at this time, they can do so at a later date. After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to let the incoming Council discuss this issue and consider what they would like to do. The Council thanked Sheriff Chad Meester for attending and presenting the proposal to the City.
Mayor Barb Powell then went back to the Police Report regarding the CHS parking lot. Trustee Bob Worth informed Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson and the Council that he spoke with Aaron Coe who recommended the City post a limited parking sign which includes wording that violators will be towed at owner’s expense. The Lake Benton Police department got the boats and jet-ski removed from the lot, but there is still a dump trailer and tractor trailer on the lot.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council he spoke with a representative from Titan regarding the extended warranty on the Case tractor. The Council had a copy of the warranty quotes and Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper explained the 36/3000 Premier plan is for three years. However, the plan for the City will be for an additional two (2) years which actually began in December 2015 when the City purchased the tractor. It was Todd Draper’s recommendation to go with the 36/3000 Premier plan for $1,194.00. This will be good for the City considering the issues we’ve already encountered with the new tractor. It was questioned if the City is responsible for paying for mileage when Titan comes to work on the tractor. The City will not need to pay for mileage. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve purchasing the 36/3000 Premier Plan extended warranty for $1,194.00. Motion carried.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper checked the City’s ordinance on sidewalks, and it is the property owner’s responsibility to keep the sidewalk in front of their homes clear and free of debris. The consensus of the Council was to put a reminder on the Local Access Channel, in the newspaper and in the Snippets.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

None.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council Principal Dale Weegman of the Lake Benton Schools contacted her requesting to use the Community Center in the case of an evacuation (i.e. gas leak). Although there is a very slim chance they may need it, it is just a place to go should the need arise. Principal Weegman will be performing a trial evacuation exercise next spring to walk the students to the Community Center.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then attached an e-mail regarding $7.5 million in grants available for local community projects that enhance transportation goals. The letter of intent describing the key components of the project is due October 31, 2016.

MAYORAL REPORT:
None.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


