NOVEMBER 7, 2016

The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, November 7, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustee Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger and Bob Worth present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Larry Robins, Robin McChesney, Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, Sandy Dahl, and Wayne Janiszeski were also present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Mayor Barb Powell asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern.
Robin McChesney asked about the public parking at CHS as the signage is confusing. One sign reads private parking, and another one reads limited parking. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed Robin that CHS leases the property to the City and requested the City post limited parking signs. Todd Draper will speak with CHS and request they remove their old signage.
 
Larry Robins then took the floor and asked if Shay Huhta sold her property to the DNR, and if the City knows who posted signs and put deer stands up. Larry was informed that Shay Huhta owns the property and Shay posted the signs and put the deer stands up.

Mayor Barb Powell then informed the audience the Council will now go into closed executive session to discuss an employee issue.

5:44 PM – MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to go into Executive Session to discuss an employee issue. Motion carried.

5:48 PM – MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to leave Executive Session and return to the regular meeting. Motion carried.

Mayor Barb Powell then read the resolution to grant Thor Tollefson, Chief-of-Police, a leave of absence for medical illness or disability without pay for a period of 90 days commencing November 1, 2016 in conformance with Section 15.2 of ARTICLE XV – LEAVES OF ABSENCE of the Labor Agreement Between City of Lake Benton and American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, Council 65 and Subdivision 1. Leaves Without Pay., Section 13 Leaves without Pay and Absences in accordance with Chapter 171 being An Ordinance Relating to City Personnel and Establishing a Basic Personnel Policy for the City of Lake Benton, The Minnesota Basic Code of Ordinances.  Neither vacation nor sick leave benefits are accrued during an unpaid leave. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to grant Thor Tollefson, Chief-of-Police, a leave of absence for medical illness or disability without pay for a period of 90 days commencing November 1, 2016 in conformance with Section 15.2 of ARTICLE XV – LEAVES OF ABSENCE of the Labor Agreement Between City of Lake Benton and American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, Council 65 and Subdivision 1. Leaves Without Pay., Section 13 Leaves without Pay and Absences in accordance with Chapter 171 being An Ordinance Relating to City Personnel and Establishing a Basic Personnel Policy for the City of Lake Benton, The Minnesota Basic Code of Ordinances.  Neither vacation nor sick leave benefits are accrued during an unpaid leave. Motion carried.

5:45 PUBLIC HEARING
At 5:50 PM Mayor Barb Powell called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing on granting a Conditional Use Permit to Wayne Janiszeski. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to go into the Public Hearing. Motion carried.

Wayne Janiszeski was present to request to install a 55 foot radio tower, fastened to his garage at 230 S. Grant Street. Wayne lives in an R-2 District and the height limitations of Ordinance No. 150, Section 804.6 may be waived provided that a Conditional Use Permit is issued for said structures which include radio towers. Mayor Barb Powell informed Wayne the FCC requested the City confirm if the tower falls that it won’t touch anyone’s property. Wayne confirmed with the Council he will crank the radio up when he is using it and crank it down when not in use. He also confirmed the tower will not fall on someone else’s property. Wayne will get a copy of his amateur license to City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen when his address has been changed. No one in the audience asked to be heard on granting a Conditional Use Permit to Wayne Janiszeski. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the Conditional Use Permit to Wayne Janiszeski. Motion carried.

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to return to the regular meeting. Motion carried.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, October 17, 2016 were reviewed. No additions or corrections were made. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, October 17, 2016. Motion carried.

CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON:
LB GROCERY	$	25.03	OTTER TAIL POWER	$	1,769.68
ITC	$	243.83	LEAGUE OF MN CITIES	$	106.00
USTI	$	11.12	L P RURAL WATER	$	3,624.96
HARVEST LAND COOP	$	169.42	GOPHER STATE	$	13.50
POSTMASTER	$	116.62	UTILITY CONSULTANTS	$	406.37
TODD DRAPER	$	32.00	PAT HAYNES	$	240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE	$	6.80	TASTE OF HOME	$	10.00
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIP	$	325.85	MULDER PRODUCE	$	15.00
SW SANITATION	$	3,423.84	TITAN MACHINERY	$	1,194.00
MARSHALL INDEPENDENT	$	200.20	TROY NORDMEYER	$	32.00
VERIZON	$	35.01	ONE OFFICE SUPPLY	$	44.99
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS	$	69.40	ROCHESTER PUB LIB	$	15.00
ENVIRO PUMP-PLUS	$	1,610.00	DARYL TRIGG CONCRETE	$	4,595.00

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment. 

POLICE REPORT:
Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson did not get the October police report to the Mayor or Administrator/Clerk at the time of the meeting. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that part-time officer Tony Sievert is planning to go to the funeral on Tuesday, November 8, 2016 for one of the fallen police officers in Des Moines, Iowa. He is requesting to pick up the Lake Benton Police Squad this evening, take it to Pipestone and meet the other members of the Minnesota Police Departments on Highway’s 30 and 71. MOTION by 
Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to allow Tony Sievert to pick up and take the Lake Benton Police Squad to the funeral in Des Moines, Iowa for the fallen officer. Motion carried.

Mayor Barb Powell asked the Council to consider hiring another part-time police officer, as it will give more coverage to Lake Benton. The only item the City will need to purchase is a holster. She then informed the Council Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson will not hire the part-time officer unless the Council approves it. After some discussion, the Council agreed not to hire another officer at this time, use the patrol officers we have, and have the County assist when needed.



The next item on the agenda was to review and act on the Site Use Agreement between the City of Lake Benton and Lutheran Social Services Senior Nutrition Program. The agreement allows the Nutrition Program use of the facility kitchen/dining areas for the term of January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 to be used as a nutrition site for seniors. The agreement has not changed since the previous year. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the Site Use Agreement between the City of Lake Benton and Lutheran Social Services Senior Nutrition Program from January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the 2016 Audit Engagement Letter with Kinner and Company. Kinner’s gross fee, including expenses, will not exceed $11,500.00. However, if a single audit is required, they will add an additional fee. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the audit fee has not been increased since the 2014 audit, and the City will receive a draft of their audit on or before June 30, 2017 and after approval, Kinner will prepare bound copies and prepare the City’s tax return. After some discussion, the Council agreed that Kinner is in town, they perform the audits for the Fire Department and the Lake Benton EDA, and it is in the City’s best interest to keep the business local. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the 2016 Audit Engagement Letter with Kinner and Company and authorize the Mayor to sign the letter. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council the City received money from FEMA in 2001 for an instrument to be used in confined spaces. However, this instrument is now obsolete. The Fire Department approached Todd and informed him they received a $1,000.00 grant to use toward equipment for confined space. The cost of the gas analyzer is $800.00 which also needs a calibrating tool which would cost approximately $500.00. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper said the City could also use this tool when they need to go into confined spaces. Todd asked the Council to consider spending $300.00 toward the calibrating tool so both the City and the Fire Department can use. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve spending $300.00 toward the gas analyzer and calibrating tool. Motion carried.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then updated the Council on the Coteau Street project. Banner has been doing the surveying and Todd will need to meet with the County Engineer about the County right-of-way.  There are drainage areas in their right-of way and there is a percentage of water flow that is for the City and for the County. Todd then said the project is moving along and the City will have another hearing after the first of the year.

Discussion took place on providing better lighting on the side streets. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council the City is responsible for the main street lights and the lights on Mork & Giles. Todd will talk with Ottertail to see what can be done on the side streets.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Diann Powell said the DNR is doing surveying at Lakeside Park where the boat ramp will be.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council that the election is tomorrow, November 8, 2016.

MAYORAL REPORT:
The Council will need to continue this evening’s meeting to another night as the City Council serves as the canvassing board for City elections. The Council needs to meet to canvass the returns and declare the results within three to ten days after the general election. 

MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to continue the meeting on Monday, November 14, 2016 at 5:30 PM.  Motion carried.
NOVEMBER 14, 2016

The November 7, 2016 meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was continued at 5:30 PM on November 14, 2016 for the purpose of canvassing the results of the City election on November 8, 2016. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. Trustee Al Lindemann was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

The Summary of Votes cast for Mayor for a two-year term were reviewed. 

Bob Worth and Larry Robins filed for the position of Mayor. Bob Worth won the position with 227 votes and Larry Robins had 96 votes. There were five (5) write-in votes. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to declare Bob Worth winner of the office of Mayor for a two-year term. Motion carried.

The Summary of Votes cast for two offices of Trustee for a four-year term was reviewed next. 
Patrick Haynes, David Enke, Rosie DeZeeuw and Robin McChesney filed for the four-year term of Trustee. Votes cast as follows:  David Enke with 200 votes, Rosie DeZeeuw with 157 votes, Patrick Haynes with 151 votes, and Robin McChesney with 74 votes. There was one (1) write-in vote. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to declare David Enke and Rosie DeZeeuw winners of the office of Trustee for a four-year term. Motion carried.

The Summary of Votes cast for two offices of Trustee for a two-year term was reviewed next. 
Daryl Schlapkohl, Mark Dunn, Hayley McCarthy and Scott Dinnel filed for the two-year term of Trustee. Votes cast as follows:  Mark Dunn with 194 votes, Daryl Schlapkohl with 168 votes, Scott Dinnel with 131 votes, and Hayley McCarthy with 71 votes. There were four (4) write-in votes. MOTION by Jack Redlinger, seconded by Bob Worth to declare Mark Dunn and Daryl Schlapkohl winners of the office of Trustee for a two-year term. Motion carried.

Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will send letters to Bob Worth, David Enke, Rosie DeZeeuw, Mark Dunn, and Daryl Schlapkohl telling them they have won the positions and invite them to attend the regular Meetings in November and December to familiarize themselves with what is going on in the City.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger and carried, the meeting adjourned.



										
MAYOR						ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK
