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The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, November 21, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Trustee Diann Powell presided. Trustees Jack Redlinger and Bob Worth present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Trustee-elects Daryl Schlapkohl, Rosie DeZeeuw, David Enke, and Mark Dunn, Part-time Police Officer Tony Sievert, Scott Christensen, Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, and Sandy Dahl were also present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

Trustee Diann Powell asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, November 7, 2016 were reviewed. No additions or corrections were made. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Monday, November 7, 2016. Motion carried.

CLAIMS PRESENTED AGAINST THE CITY OF LAKE BENTON:
SHELLY FINZEN	$	125.07	EILEEN CHRISTENSEN	$	32.40
QUARNSTROM/DOERING	$	354.00	M & H COMMUNICATIONS	$	148.00
LB PARTS HOUSE	$	81.80	LB HARDWARE	$	302.02
EXPRESSWAY-LB	$	652.05	RICK’S WELDING	$	80.00
CITY OF LAKE BENTON	$	134.00	LINCOLN CTY TREASURE	$	1.65
CHAMBER – CVB	$	107.53	LINCOLN CTY RECORDER	$	92.00
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIP	$	12,970.98	GARY NORDMEYER CONST.	$	325.00
MURIEL GROOTERS	$	217.50	BARB HURD	$	225.00
CARDMEMBER SRVCS	$	699.38	JOYCE MILLER	$	225.00
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION	$	98.01	CHUCK DEBATES	$	240.00

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the City purchased a jacket for part-time officer Cole Nordmeyer when he started for $250.00. Part-time officer Tony Sievert would like to request Council approval to purchase a jacket for $180.00 and get reimbursed from the City. Tony Sievert told the Council he will put the Lake Benton emblem patch on the jacket. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve reimbursing part-time officer Tony Sievert for the purchase of a new jacket for $180.00. Motion carried.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then informed the Council she had a bill for $500.00 for a Kevlar helmet for the Police Department. Acting Police Chief AJ Anderson believes he has a $250.00 clothing allowance to purchase this item and said the remaining $250.00 would be paid for by the City of Tyler. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen did not know if the City of Tyler was aware of this or if the City of Lake Benton would get reimbursed. She then reminded the Council the AFSME Union Contract does not pertain to part-time employees, thus they are not entitled to a clothing allowance. She then went on to explain even if the part-time officer would get a clothing allowance, it does not include a helmet.

Trustee and Acting Mayor Al Lindemann arrived then presided over the meeting. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reiterated what she had told the Council about the Kevlar helmet and part-time employees are not entitled to a clothing allowance. Discussion took place that requests for items should be brought to the Council for approval prior to purchasing the item, and then agreed the Lake Benton police department does not need a helmet. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger not to pay for the helmet, AJ Anderson will be responsible for shipping the helmet back, and the City will not reimburse him for the shipping charges. Motion carried.
MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried. 

The next item of business was to review/act on the Plum Creek Library System’s Agency Agreement. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that Jim Trojanowski, Director of Plum Creek Library System, sent an e-mail requesting the City Council approve the agency agreement that dates back to 2001, and calls for review no less often than every ten years. A new agreement was proposed in 2010, but not every participating municipality and Library Board agreed to it, so it never went into effect. 

This year Jim worked with a committee of library directors to review and update the agreement. The proposed agreement has been reviewed and approved by both the Plum Creek Library System Advisory Council, which consists of the directors of each of their member libraries, and by the Governing Board for consideration by the municipalities, counties, and member libraries that they serve.

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the Plum Creek Library System’s Agency Agreement and authorize the Mayor’s signature. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE
Trustee Bob Worth informed the Council that the police squad car currently sits outside in the winter. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper and part-time police officer Tony Sievert worked together to put the police squad in the shop, but with the winter weather, the Maintenance Department is continually coming and going with the plows, etc. and makes it difficult to maneuver around the squad car. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper talked with the owner of the bus service and the City can rent a stall in the bus garage by the school for $50.00 a month. Discussion took place on perhaps the City should rent the stall year round and negotiate a certain amount per year. It was the consensus to get through this winter and negotiate with the owner after April 1, 2017. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to rent the stall in the bus garage by the school from now until April 1, 2017. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Trustee Bob Worth informed the Council that Sarah Meyer is no longer working with Patriot Relations the firm that the Chamber-CVB/Historical Society has a contract with. The Chamber will not be hiring a new Administrative Assistant until their contract is up with Patriot Relations which is Wednesday, November 23, 2016. As of now, Dan Kuss and Jenny Nordmeyer are helping fill in until a new person is hired. Bob said the Chamber Executive Board will be meeting next week and he will have more information after that time.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen gave the Council a copy of the minutes from the June 20, 2016 Council meeting regarding chickens, quail and duck, along with a list of owners she will be mailing a letter, registration form and invoice to on December 1, 2016.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council members they have all returned their copy of the Ordinance Book. A copy of the Ordinance Book can be picked up by the incoming Council members at their convenience.

The Newly Elected Officials 2017 Leadership Conference is scheduled for January 20-21, 2017 in Mankato, MN. Four of the new five incoming Council members have committed to attending the Conference and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will register them and make hotel accommodations.



Mayor Barb Powell arrived and presided over the meeting.
 
MAYORAL REPORT:
None.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.



										
MAYOR						ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK
