
MAY 2, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, Sandy Dahl, Roger Rudebusch, Daryl Schlapkohl, Larry and Jeanne Robins, Scott Christensen, and Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
Larry Robins passed out packets to the council regarding tax receipts from Lincoln County regarding Parcel Number 19-0475-000 (Kerbie Sleger property). Larry stated in 2012 the property was classified as a residential homestead, and now in 2016 the property is classified as commercial land. Larry than stated Lincoln County does not do the planning and zoning for the City of Lake Benton.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council that he will contact Bruce Nielsen at the County Assessor’s office and verify the City of Lake Benton’s planning and zoning maps have not changed since the zoning maps were created. The Parcel in question has not been changed to a residential homestead; it has always been a commercial parcel.

Larry then asked the Council to read the letter he was sent on April 19, 2016 regarding his vehicles not being registered. He then inquired if this was one of the seven letters to be sent out after the April 18, 2016 meeting. The Council confirmed the letter was one of the seven letters sent out. He then stated he found eighteen (18) vehicles in the City that are not registered. He requested the Council enforce the ordinance on everyone, not single certain residents out. Mayor Barb Powell explained to Larry it was not the Council’s intention to cause hard feelings or single anyone out. She apologized to Larry on behalf of the Council for the misunderstanding.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 18, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 18, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
SHELLY FINZEN
$
113.16
LAKE BENTON GROCERY
$
11.96

OTTERTAIL
$
2,006.85
L-P RURAL WATER
$
3,280.20

LINCOLN CTY TREAS.
$
8,035.48
TODD DRAPER
$
56.55
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE
$
6.80
DAVE (GOOZ) GISLASON
$
705.00
DEANN SCHINDLER
$
8.15
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
ALEX AIR APPARATUS
$
310.86
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
39.95
A & C EXCAVATING
$
173.00
SCHUNEMAN EQUIP
$
187.29
FAITH MCCULLOUGH
$
52.40

A question arose on the bill to Dave Gislason for $705.00 for 200 patches – what was it for? Police Chief Thor Tollefson informed the Council that 200 patches was the minimum order he could get. The last time patches were ordered was when Steve Schouviller was the Police Chief and the department was out of patches. It was stated that Police Chief Thor Tollefson should have requested to have the order approved prior to purchasing the patches. MOTION by 
Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for April was given by Police Chief Thor Tollefson. Police Chief Thor Tollefson informed the Council his report included additional explanation to include the streets where violations happened. He also said the summer has increased the activity.

Police Chief Thor Tollefson then informed the Council the squad transmission is making a noise. He contacted Ford and it is under warranty. The squad is currently leaking antifreeze due to a bad water pump. The water pump is on backorder and will not be to the Ford dealership until May 13, 2016. Replacing the water pump will take 14 to 16 hours to replace. Police Chief Thor Tollefson said he has requested to borrow a squad from the Tyler Police Department until the Lake Benton squad is repaired.

The Council then requested the Police Department to spend more time on Highway 75 (Fremont Street) in the mornings and early afternoons.
Police Chief Thor Tollefson said he has two shifts in May to be covered by the County, the rest of the month is covered by the Lake Benton Police Department and he is staying within the budget. Police Chief Thor Tollefson then informed the Council he is meeting with the Sheriff’s Office on Friday, May 6, 2016 to discuss how things are working between the City and the County.

MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the April police report. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Kerbie Sleger to build a 40’ x 70’ shed on his property at Peterson’s First Addition, Lots 9, 10, & 11, Block 1 (on the south end of town on Highway 75). Discussion then took place regarding the issue of zoning for this property. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper said he will confirm with Bruce Nielsen what it is zoned. The zoning maps have not changed and it shows this property is zoned a Highway Business District B-2. The fee of $25.00 has been paid. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the building permit for Kerbie Sleger to build a 40’ x 70’ shed on his property at Peterson’s First Addition, Lots 9, 10, & 11, Block 1. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Lake Benton Fire Department sponsoring an inflatable waterslide for Saddle Horse Holiday activities to be held on Saturday, June 18, 2016. They are requesting to use the water spicket and water from the Heritage Center/City Office building to connect a hose to the sprinkler on top of the slide. They plan to use the water from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The City’s insurance will cover this event. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the Lake Benton Fire Department to use the water spicket and water from the Heritage Center/City Office building to connect a hose to the sprinkler on top of the slide on June 18, 2016 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on a Resolution Accepting Donations to the Library. The Library received $75.00 from Nila Hughes, $50.00 from the Town and Country Club, and $310.00 from Diann Powell in memory of Audrey Christensen in donations. Minnesota Statutes state the Library can accept donations for the benefit of recreational services in which the Library will purchase books with. The Council needs to pass a resolution accepting the donations so the Library can use the funds towards purchasing books. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the Resolution Accepting Donations of $75.00 from Nila Hughes, $25.00 from the Town and Country Club, and $310.00 from Diann Powell to the Library. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the notice of water rate increase. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water System Board of Commissioners approved a $0.05 increase per thousand gallons in municipal and community water rates. The water rate from $2.31 per thousand gallons will be increased to $2.36 per thousand gallons effective June 1, 2016. The Council needs to decide if they are going to increase the resident’s water by $0.05 per thousand gallons. The increase will be effective June 1, 2016 to appear on the July utility billing. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by

Al Lindemann to approve increasing the resident’s water $0.05 per thousand gallons effective June 1, 2016 to appear on the July utility billings. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the 2016 contract for mowing the north ditch at cemetery hill. Mike Otto mowed the hill last year at a cost of $270.00 per time not to exceed seven (7) times or $1,890.00. If the ditch needs to be mowed more often Mike will contact the Mayor for approval. Mike also provided proof of liability insurance. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the 2016 contract with Mike Otto to mow the north ditch at cemetery hill at $270.00 per time not to exceed seven (7) times or $1,890.00. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council that he received three quotes to do striping of parking spaces, stripe 1,010 feet of crosswalk, and curbs downtown. The first quote from Swanson’s Striping and Signs (which the City has used before) was $2,804.55 with $0.55 per foot on curb painting; the second quote from Bargen, Inc. was $3,200.00 with $0.85 per foot on curb painting; and the third quote from Buck’s Parking Lines and Signs was $1,939.00 with $0.60 per foot on curb painting.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council he asked for references on Buck’s Parking Lines and Signs. They have done Subway’s, US Bank, Runnings, and they are highly recommended by a former Councilmember of Marshall. Discussion took place on what curbs should be done if any, and Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper suggested the curbs down by Carpenter Auction and the Post Office which is not a lot of footage. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve getting the downtown striping of parking spaces, crosswalk and the curbs by Carpenter Auction and the Post Office by Buck’s Parking Lines and Signs for $1,939.00 with $0.60 per foot on curb painting. Motion carried.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council the last street project the City did was Cottage Street in 2013 which is paid through the Assessment Fund. He requested the Council consider the reconstruction of Coteau Street on the west end of town. The Assessment Fund currently has $224,850.00 and gains approximately $40,000.00 a year. The quote received from Banner and Associates was for $209,000.00. The process should begin now in order to begin the reconstruction next spring. The property owners are assessed 20% of the total cost over ten years. The property owner has the option to pay the assessment up front, or assess it to their taxes for ten years.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then said he contact City Attorney Mike Cable who drafted a Resolution Ordering Preparation of Report on Improvement for Council approval should the Council approve to move forward on the project. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to move forward on the Coteau Street Improvements and approve the Resolution Ordering Preparation of Report on Improvement. Motion carried.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council he spoke with Lincoln-Pipestone Rural water and they will begin the project of building the new shed for the meter and pressure reducing valve next Tuesday or Wednesday. There may be people without water, but not likely. 

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council of the sump pump water behind the Opera House. It is discharging outside and creates a mess in the parking lot. There is a storm drain in the alley but there are two fiber optic lines that need to be crossed in order to fix the problem. Council authorized Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper to meet with Mark Wilmes, Opera House Board Chair, and discuss if the Opera House will be willing to share the costs of fixing the storm drain. The City has budgeted $2,000.00 for the Opera House repairs, etc.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council there is a spillway at the end of Morton Street causing the road to wash out. This has been happening for several years and several residents have requested something be done. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper talked with Daryl Trigg who told him it could be fixed for $1,000.00. MOTION by Jack Redlinger, seconded by Al Lindemann to fix the spillway at the end of Morton Street. Motion carried.
Trustee Bob Worth then commented that he talked with Aaron Coe of CHS and is still in the process of getting the contract completed. Aaron will be contacting the Corporate Office to check the status.
Trustee Bob Worth then suggested Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper consider purchasing a new snow blower. He informed him and the Council a snow blower can be purchased for $3,500.00. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper recommended if Trustee Bob Worth can get the bill for the snow removal done for the 2015-2016 snow season, Todd will check what funds remain for the coming 2016-2017 snow season, and then he may consider purchasing a new snow blower if funding is available.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Trustee Diann Powell gave the Council a copy of the bills from the Library. Trustee Diann Powell then informed the Council that when groups want to have meetings at the Library, the employees give a key to a volunteer to open/close the Library for their meetings. The Council authorized the Library employees not to give their keys to anyone, and to let the groups know they can use the Community Center. Trustee Diann Powell will contact Library Director Shelly Finzen and let her know the Council gave the direction not to give keys to the Library to anyone, and to inform the groups they can meet at the Community Center.
Trustee Bob Worth informed the Council his next Chamber-CVB meeting is next week.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council a digital television was purchased for $99.00 for the City’s local access channel located at the Library.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
No report.
MAYORAL REPORT:
No report.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


