
MARCH 7, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, March 7, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, Fire Chief Pat McCarthy, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Christensen, Fire Relief Association Treasurer Daryl Trigg, Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, Sandy Dahl, Roger Rudebusch, and Larry Robins were also present.
Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. Larry Robins wanted to update the Council regarding the property that was damaged by laying electrical wire to go to the bus garage. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper talked with Larry and showed him there is an alley between Larry’s building and the County shed. The alley has not been vacated and belongs to the City; therefore the damage of the property is the City’s property, not Larry Robins. The City has a 40 foot right-of-way and Larry will remove his personal property from the City right-of-way. Todd Draper also stated the electrician is going back to clean up the ground after it dries up.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 16, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 16, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
SHELLY FINZEN
$
48.60
LAKE BENTON GROCERY
$
6.44

OTTERTAIL POWER
$
2,648.53
ITC
$
225.35

USTI
$
10.88
L-P RURAL WATER
$
3,202.59
GOPHER STATE
$
2.90
POSTMASTER
$
122.15
UTILITY CONSULTANTS
$
57.62
TODD DRAPER
$
32.00
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE
$
6.80
CHAMBER-CVB
$
10.08
LAKE BENTON CHAMBER
$
30.00

MN DEPT OF HEALTH
$
516.00
SOUTHWEST SANITATION
$
3,421.74

NOBLES COUNTY LIB.
$
34.00
PALISADES
$
2,062.46
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
READERS DIGEST
$
5.00
DARYL SCHLAPKOHL
$
45.00
VERIZON
$
35.11

ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
118.47
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
32.00
THOMAS PLUMBING, INC.
$
697.05
COUNTRY WOMAN
$
10.00
SEVENTEEN
$
10.00
PLUM CREEK LIBRARY
$
2,926.19

MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for February was given by Police Chief Thor Tollefson. He informed the Council that things are picking up now that the weather is nice. The cracked windshield on the squad has been fixed, and he has replaced up to seven (7) headlights in the squad. Police Chief Thor Tollefson explained that replacing seven (7) headlights in nine (9) months is good compared to other departments in the area. 

Discussion took place on an incident during a funeral escort. Police Chief Thor Tollefson informed the Council that funeral processions have the right-of-way and individuals are to stop and wait for the procession to go through. Police Chief Thor Tollefson will review with the part-time officers to make sure they watch for individuals not stopping and trying to get through the middle of funeral processions.

Trustee Bob Worth explained that he has been trying to get in contact with Police Chief Thor Tollefson for a few months now and would like to meet with him and talk in general about his schedule, etc. so he can have answers when asked by the public. Trustee Bob Worth and Police Chief Thor Tollefson will schedule a time to meet after the Council meeting.

It was stated that there were a few naughty kids playing at the park this past weekend and said the police department did a great job alleviating the issues.
MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the February police report. Motion carried.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then reminded the Council at their November 16, 2015 Council meeting, the Council did a roll call vote and voted unanimously not to offer the part-time officers PERA, and to make sure the part-time officers do not work more than 28 hours a month. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that one of the part-time officers worked 36 hours in February which is over the allotted 28 hours. Police Chief Thor Tollefson confirmed Cole Nordmeyer did work 36 hours in February and he is graduating in June and currently interviewing for a full-time job elsewhere. He will probably not be working for the City of Lake Benton after the end of June and therefore will not exceed the $5,100.00 in the year for the City. It was the Council’s consensus to rotate the part-time officers more if needed so not to exceed the allotted hours, and if Police Chief Thor Tollefson needs to use part-time officer Cole Nordmeyer a few more hours a month they are okay with that as well, but try to keep the hours to a minimum.

The next item of business was to review and act on an Actuarial Evaluation for the Fire Relief Association (GASB 67) for the City’s 2015 Audit. Fire Chief Pat McCarthy, Assistant Fire Chief Scott Christensen, and Fire Relief Association Treasurer Daryl Trigg were in attendance to meet with the Council and discuss their options of whether or not to do the actuarial evaluation. The City’s auditors, Kinner and Company, sent a letter to the City explaining the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) issued new pension (retirement) accounting and reporting requirements. The Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) provides valuations for reporting for the City staff, but the Fire Relief Association must consider having an actuarial evaluation completed by an independent agency of the City’s audit firm. The cost would be $2,500.00 every two years with a cost of $1,000.00 on the off year. Should the Fire Relief Association choose not to have an actuarial evaluation performed, the City will have a modified opinion on their 2015 financial statements meaning the City is not in compliance and will not receive a clean audit. Discussion took place on the issue and the Fire Relief Association members chose not to have the actuarial evaluation performed because they already get audited. The Fire Relief met on March 2, 2016 and a motion was made by Jim Veire, seconded by Al Trigg and carried not to have the Actuarial Evaluation performed. 
David Drown with David Drown Associations doesn’t believe the City will be affected by not doing the evaluation. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to agree with the Fire Relief Association and not have an Actuarial Evaluation performed on the Fire Relief Association for the City’s 2015 audit. Motion carried.

Fire Chief Pat McCarthy then gave the Council an update on the Fire Department. The Department currently has 22 firemen and they are looking for two (2) more to have a full roster. Currently two of the newest members are taking their training and will complete that in June. Fire Chief Pat McCarthy then thanked the City for the two (2) new heating units, and the computer, copier/printer/fax. He also thanked the City for having the DAC clean the restrooms at the fire hall. Fire Chief Pat McCarthy then informed the Council that Nature Conservancy met with them and would like to provide the Lake Benton Fire Department with grassland fire equipment to assist the department with all the CRP ground in the area.
The Council asked the Fire Department about getting new doors on the north side of the fire hall. The Fire Department is getting quotes for a slab for the two back doors. The quote they received for $200.00 was incorrect and it should be somewhere in the neighborhood of $800.00 - $900.00. It was suggested the Fire Department contact Southwest Glass for a quote as they rekeyed and reworked the doors at the Community Center and are familiar with these types of doors.

The next item of business was to review/act on the consolidation of CD’s for the Lake Benton Fire Department’s Truck Fund. The Fire Department informed the township boards at their February 18, 2016 annual meeting that they consolidated thirteen (13) CD’s into one (1) CD totaling $174,028.41 for their truck fund. In November 2015, the Fire Department and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen consolidated the CD’s into one to make it easier to keep track of the CD’s and not have so many forms to sign when new signatures by elected officials are needed. Daryl Trigg explained to the Council that the CD’s were to be used for their truck fund and/or Capital Improvements. Since the roof has been replaced, and the heating units have been installed, the Fire Department only needs the CD’s to purchase a new truck.

City Administrator/Clerk then informed the Council that the auditor’s informed her that although the CD’s did not change in value, she should request Council approval for the consolidation of the CD’s into one. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the consolidation of the Fire Department’s thirteen (13) CD’s into one (1) CD for their truck fund. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she spoke with Jenny Nordmeyer and Karen Lichtsinn on the Chamber and CVB boards after the last regular meeting of February 16, 2016 requesting them to consider changing the time of the Chamber and CVB meeting because Trustee Bob Worth, Council Liaison for the Chamber and CVB, would like to attend but has a conflict on Tuesday’s from 8:40 AM to 9:00 AM. The Chamber and CVB will be meeting tomorrow, March 8, 2016 and they will ask the members to consider changing the time to 9:00 AM or 9:30 AM. They will inform the City Administrator/Clerk after their meeting.

Library Council Liaison, Diann Powell passed out the Library Treasurer’s Report from their meeting in February. She will have a copy for the Council after each meeting for their review. It was also questioned why the Library is paying so much for their subscriptions.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council the sign at the top of the Historical Center that stated:  “City of Lake Benton, Established in 1879” blew off in the wind and broke into pieces. Todd talked with Danny Krotzer who did the original sign and gave him an estimate of $300.00 for a stronger sign made of PVC, plus labor/materials to erect the sign of $450.00 totaling $750.00. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to fix the sign at the top of the Historical Center for an estimate of $750.00. Motion carried.
As an informational item, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council that the water does not drain very well down by the bus garages near the City alley. Todd has been speaking with Mr. Sterzinger who suggested reshaping the area in a way that the water can drain between the City alley and the bus garage. Right now it is a muddy mess and he wanted the Council to be aware of what may be coming up in the near future. Todd will get a quote to reshape the area from the Contractor. It was questioned if Todd has looked into purchasing a new snow blower. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper said he would like to pay the charges for this winter’s snow removal before he looks at a new snow blower. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the public works update. Motion carried.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the auditors, Kinner and Company, will be doing their field work for the City’s 2015 audit on Thursday, March 17, 2016.
MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell then passed out an informational packet to the Council from the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities in regards to the Local Government Aid (LGA) in regards to the LGA increase or decrease based on the median value of industrial and residential properties. The projected LGA for 2017 could see an increase of approximately $15,000.00.

Mayor Barb Powell then informed the Council that Nick with the Minnesota Department of Transportation informed her the State will be milling Highway 14 from Lake Benton to the South Dakota state line beginning next year - 2017. There is an informational meeting scheduled for June 28, 2016 at the Lake Benton Community Center. 

Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council about the Recognition Day for National Service to take place on April 5, 2016 at the Community Center from 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM serving cookies, coffee and juice. The Mayor also has a Proclamation declaring Recognition Day for National Service which needs Council approval. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the Mayor Recognition Day for National Service Proclamation and authorize the Mayor’s signature. Motion carried.
Trustee Bob Worth asked if the Council members need to sign a Conflict of Interest form as well as a Code of Conduct form. Trustee Bob Worth was informed the Oath of Office Council members take and sign is confirming those two items.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


