
JUNE 20, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, June 20, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Larry Robins, Scott Christensen, Sandy Dahl, Pat McCarthy, Denise Koch, Hayley and Laura McCarthy, Kenneth Rolling, Scott Dinnel, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 6, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 6, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
VARIETY FOODS LLC
$
93.38
USTI
$
2,266.00

QUARNSTROM/DOERING
$
517.50
COUNTRY SIDE NURSERY
$
473.30
LAKE BENTON PARTS
$
70.06
LB HARDWARE
$
213.07
EXPRESS WAY
$
919.39
RICK’S WELDING
$
30.00
BUSSELMAN LUMBER
$
75.00
THOMAS ELECTRIC
$
432.94

CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
135.83
POSTMASTER
$
116.62
CARLSON REFRIG
$
347.59
S & E AUTO
$
278.95

CHAMBER-CVB
$
228.60
HEIMAN FIRE EQUIP
$
6,530.00
SW SANITATION
$
3,241.74
JESSE SCHMIDT
$
25.00
XION TECH
$
380.00
TYLER LUMBER CO
$
80.00
CARDMEMBER SRVCS
$
1,089.00
BUELTEL-MOSENG
$
860.00

ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
181.83
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
25.00
TIRE SOLUTIONS
$
506.00
The Council questioned who authorized the $347.59 to fix the Community Center refrigerator when the Council previously agreed not to fix it again. Discussion took place and the Council authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to contact the Department of Health to verify the City must have a commercial refrigerator in the Community Center kitchen for public use.

MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
The next item of business was to discuss Farm Animals. A lengthy discussion took place on the subject of farm animals by several members of the audience and the Council. 

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann that effective today, June 20, 2016 and moving forward, no property owner or renter with less than ten (10) acres shall own any farm animal except up to twelve (12) chickens. Due to the fact the Scott Dinnel’s had quail prior to the inception of the new Ordinances, Scott Dinnel’s family can keep no more than twelve (12) quail (no roosters), or twelve (12) chickens, or six (6) quail and six (6) chickens for a total of twelve (12). When the quail have passed, quail are no longer allowed in the City of Lake Benton. And Laura and Hayley McCarthy may keep their four (4) ducks until they have passed. After they have passed, ducks are no longer allowed in the City of Lake Benton. Both the Dinnel’s and the McCarthy’s must meet the code specifications of having their coops no closer than twenty-five (25) feet of any residential structure and they must be up to code and will be inspected. The Animal Ordinance will be posted at the Post Office and the City Office. Roll call vote in favor or not of the above mentioned statement:  Bob Worth–in favor; Jack Redlinger–in favor; Al Lindemann–in favor, Diann Powell–in favor. Motion approved and carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Carol McCarthy to build a 12’ x 14’ deck at 222 W. Benton Street. Pat McCarthy was available for questions from the Council and explained he is taking off the old deck and replacing it with a new one. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper confirmed there were no setback concerns and everything is in compliance with the Ordinance. The fee of $25.00 was also paid. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the building permit for Carol McCarthy to build a deck at 222 W. Benton Street. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Lea Lory to build a 30’ x 32’ garage at 110 S. Harrison Street. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper confirmed there were no setback concerns and everything is in compliance with the Ordinance. The fee of $25.00 was also paid. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the building permit for Lea Lory to build a 30’ x 32’ garage at 110 S. Harrison Street. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on Variance Permits. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that at their last meeting of June 6, 2016, the Council set a hearing date for Darin and Cassandra Wenstad to get a Variance Permit to build a fence. However, the Council did not consider approving or not approving any and all homeowners wishing to apply for a Variance permit to reimburse the City for legal, publication and recording fees. She also reminded them they approved charging the homeowners for these fees when applying for a Conditional Use Permit. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve charging the homeowners the legal, publication and recording fees when applying for a Variance Permit. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Lease Agreement between the City of Lake Benton and CHS. Trustee Bob Worth requested to table this item until the next regular meeting of July 5, 2016 so Aaron Coe with CHS could attend the meeting and explain a few items in the lease agreement from their Corporate Office. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to table this item until the next regular meeting of July 5, 2016. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchants License. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council Scott and Deb Handberg, owners of Monkey Business Ice Cream Treats, applied for a Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchants License on June 8, 2016 to bring their ice cream truck to the City of Lake Benton for Saddle Horse Holiday on June 19, 2016. Due to the fact the Council would not meet until after June 19, 2016, the Council voted via e-mail and phone to require no fee for a Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchant License and to let them bring their ice cream truck to the City of Lake Benton’s Saddle Horse Holiday event.

City Attorney Mike Cable requests the Council vote to approve the original application, and consider establishing a fee or no fee for a Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchants License. Discussion took place on requesting all Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchants to not conduct business before 7:00 AM and after 7:30 PM. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the Peddlers/Solicitors/Transient Merchants License application, not charge a fee for the license, and request they do not conduct business before 7:00 AM and after 7:30 PM. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to appoint election judges for the Primary Election on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 and the General Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2016. The following names of the judges were presented to the Council:  Murial Grooters, Barb Hurd, Joyce Miller, Rosemary DeZeeuw, and Chuck DeBates. The judges must attend a mandatory training session on July 13, 2016 either at 1:30 PM or 6:30 PM. MOTION  by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to appoint Murial Grooters, Barb Hurd, Joyce Miller, Rosemary DeZeeuw, and Chuck DeBates as election judges for both the Primary and General Elections. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on increasing the garbage fees. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council when Nathan Kinner presented the 2015 audit he stated the City should consider getting the Garbage Fund in the black because it had a negative cash at the end of the year. Eileen then reminded the Council some of the Garbage fund was transferred to help pay for the water meters in 2014. Eileen then informed the Council the City charges $10.00/month for a 35-gallon cart, $12.00/month for a 65-gallon cart, and $14.00/month for a 95-gallon cart. The Council discussed not increasing the garbage fees for the citizens and considered transferring money from the water fund to the garbage fund. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to transfer $2,000.00 from the water fund to the garbage fund. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to consider leasing or purchasing 0.14 acres of property east of the City shed from Rapid City, Pierre and Eastern Railroad, Inc. This item was tabled until the next regular meeting of July 5, 2016.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
No report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Trustee Diann Powell asked the Council if the Library can be open on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, President’s Day, and Veteran’s Day. Due to the fact the Library employees are City employees, they must take the same federal holidays Administration, Public Works and Police Department take which includes Martin Luther King Jr. Day, President’s Day, and Veteran’s Day.

Trustee Bob Worth said the Chamber had quite a busy weekend with Saddle Horse Holiday. Sara Meyer worked very hard all weekend and did a fabulous job. 
Trustee Bob Worth then informed the Council they will be giving their first Farm Tour on Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 5:30 PM. The bus will pick up anyone wanting to go on the tour at the Heritage Center.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) is inviting the City Mayor and Council to their annual meeting on Thursday, July 14, 2016. The annual meeting begins at 3:00 PM at the Bello Cucina Banquet Room (100 College Drive) in Marshall, MN. The cost to attend the meeting is $15.00 which includes dinner. If any of the Council is interested in attending they are to let City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen know no later than Monday, June 27, 2016.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then informed the Council the League of Minnesota Cities sent a letter indicating the League Board of Directors voted in May to increase the membership dues by 3%. The City of Lake Benton paid dues of $818.00 in 2015-2016 and adding a 3% increase will bring the dues to approximately $845.00 for 2016-2017.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper contacted John Arens last week requesting he mow the lawn at 106 Cottage Street before Saddle Horse Holiday with no response. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen requested Council approval to mail the letter she passed out earlier this evening, and requested the Council give a certain amount of time to mow the lawn before the City does it for him and bills him. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to send the letter to John Arens and give him four (4) working days or until Monday, June 27, 2016 to mow his lawn. If the lawn is not mowed by the morning of Tuesday, June 28, 2016, the City will mow the lawn and bill John accordingly to what the City charges to mow lawns. Motion carried.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the new “Lake Benton” sign above the Heritage Center was put up today and the estimated cost of $750.00 was higher than the actual cost of the sign, materials, labor and installation.

MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council she threw candy while in the parade for Saddle Horse Holiday and requested to be reimbursed for the candy. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to reimburse Mayor Barb Powell for the cost of the candy she threw in the Saddle Horse Holiday parade. Motion carried.

The City’s 2015 Audit was handed out to the Council for their records.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


