
JULY 5, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Aaron Coe with CHS, Sandy Dahl, Darin and Cassandra Wenstad, Don Evers, Larry and Jeanne Robins, Scott Christensen, Denise Koch, Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, and Police Chief Thor Tollefson were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
Don Evers expressed the need to do something about the deer within the City Limits. He suggested the City could do a resolution and open hunting for people to kill them with bow and arrow. They are damaging resident’s trees, bushes, and gardens. After some discussion, the Council informed Don they would look into the situation and see what needs to be done to get a special permit to be used during a special season in the fall.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 20, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 20, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
LAKE BENTON GROCERY
$
16.08
OTTERTAIL
$
1,970.40
L-P RURAL WATER
$
3,587.20
LB HARDWARE
$
7.99
KERBIE SLEGERS/D & K
$
340.00
TODD DRAPER
$
32.00
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE
$
6.80
LB CHAMBER OF COMM
$
32.50
THIS OLD HOUSE
$
30.00
HEIMAN EQUIP
$
146.80
QUICK QUILTS
$
21.98
BARB POWELL
$
128.00
BIOAG ENERGY SRVCS
$
113.94

UNITED STATE TREASURY
$
8.68
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
MEDIACOM
$
5.97
SHOWPIECE SURFACES
$
650.00
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
9.99
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
31.10
MARCO
$
752.86
MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the lease agreement with CHS. Aaron Coe was present to answer any questions the Council may have. Trustee Bob Worth questioned Aaron on Paragraph 5 of the lease “Use of the Leased Property” regarding the equipment  be at least 40 feet from the railroad track. Does this mean the side track or the railroad track? Aaron explained it is 40 feet from the side track due to the fact a derailment could happen on the side track. After additional discussion on only 48 hour parking, it was suggested to post a short term parking sign that way individuals should know it is not a long term storage area.
It was also discussed there are boats on the property that have been there for more than a week. Police Chief Thor Tollefson will need to contact the owners of the boats and inform them it is short term parking only. The general guideline will be to keep vehicles moving so they are not sitting there too long. There will be no vehicles without engines, no gas tankers or hazardous chemicals on the property – this is not a junk yard.

The City sprays the weeds, will police the area, and contact Police Chief Thor Tollefson to get vehicles moved when they have been on the property for longer than a week. CHS has forgiven the $120.00 per year lease amount for three years due to the fact the City keeps the property clear of debris and makes it look presentable. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the lease with CHS for three (3) years at no cost to the City. The City will keep the property clear of debris, spray weeds, and post a short term parking sign. Motion carried.
5:45 PUBLIC HEARING
At 5:45 PM Mayor Barb Powell called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing on granting a Variance Permit to Darin and Cassandra Wenstad. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to go into the Public Hearing. Motion carried.

Darin and Cassandra Wenstad were present to request to build a fence that does not meet the required setback. The Wenstad’s live in an R-2 District and the City’s Ordinance requires an R-2 District have a three foot setback from any property line. However, the setback will be no less than six (6) inches from any property line. The Wenstad’s will be responsible for weeding on both sides of the fence.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen read the Order and no one in the audience asked to be heard on granting a Variance Permit to Darin and Cassandra Wenstad. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve the Variance Permit to Darin and Cassandra Wenstad. Motion carried.

MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to return to the regular meeting. Motion carried.

The next item of business was informational to advertise for bids to lease the City’s farm land on the north end of town. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the lease will expire February 28, 2017. The farm land will be up for a three year lease beginning March 1, 2017 and ending February 29, 2020. Tom and Mary Gunnink leased the property from the City March 1, 2014 through February 28, 2017. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she would like to run an ad in the newspaper on August 24, 2016 and September 7, 2016 as well as advertise on the local access channel and post on the website for bids on leasing the farm land. The bids will be due September 30, 2016 and can be opened at the regular meeting of October 3, 2016. Eileen requested permission from the Council to contact legal counsel regarding any additional paperwork that may need to be completed before the ad is run and the bids are open.
Discussion took place on putting it on a yearly, three year or five year lease and came to the conclusion to leave the lease for three years. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve publishing the ad on August 24, 2016 and September 7, 2016 putting it on the local access channel and posting it on the website, as well as to grant City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen permission to contact legal counsel regarding additional paperwork needed to be completed before running the ad for bids on leasing the farm land. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Street Improvement Project on Coteau Street. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper was available to explain the report received from Banner and Associates for the street improvement on Coteau Street for street and utility improvements which include the repair and construction of a storm sewer, water main, street, curb & gutter, and sanitary sewer manhole. The total cost estimate is $215,000.00. 
Sewer was done.

MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to accept the report from Banner and Associates for Street Improvement on Coteau. Motion carried.
The Council then needed to approve the Resolution Receiving the Feasibility Report and Call for a Public Hearing on the improvement. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann
to approve the Resolution Receiving the Feasibility Report and called for a public hearing on the improvement to be set for Monday, August 15, 2016 at 6:00 PM at the City Office/Heritage Center. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act to consider to lease or purchase the property by the City shed from the Railroad. This item was tabled at the last regular meeting of June 20, 2016 to wait for additional information from Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper. Todd informed the Council that Clyde Krog leased the property to the east of the City shed from Rapid City, Pierre and Eastern Railroad, Inc. for the past several years to store his gravel at $65.56 a year. Clyde Krog is no longer interested in leasing the property and inquired if the City would be interested in either leasing or purchasing the 0.14 acres. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to authorize Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to contact Rapid City, Pierre and Eastern Railroad and inquire if they would be willing to sell the 0.14 acres of property by the City shed to the City. Todd and Eileen will report back to the Council at the next meeting. Motion carried.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council Bueltel-Mosing surveyed the property where the shed for the meter and pressure reducing valve was constructed. Legal Counsel drafted a Quit Claim Deed for the 40 feet x 40 feet tract of land to be signed by Jim Sorensen and Lincoln County because they are conveying the property to the City of Lake Benton. Jim Sorensen will come to the City office and sign the Quit Claim Deed and then give it to Don Evers to have the Lincoln County Commissioners sign according to the agreement. 
Todd then informed the Council there is power to the building and Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water will be using the City as a template for their reports.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then asked the Council what is going on with the property beside the City’s alley north of the County shed. He explained there are trees on Larry Robins property by the City’s alley. The majority of the trees need to come down soon so the City can spray the weeds. Larry Robins informed Todd he is working on getting the trees cleared out and he would like to see the pins for the property lines and would like a copy of the topography to get the survey pins in the right place. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed Larry that he knows where the pins are on the south side.

Larry then stated there is a bad drainage issue behind his building. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper replied, yes, the drainage is an issue, it always has been an issue, and will continue to be an issue. Todd also stated the City should not need to get the property surveyed again and he will find the pins on the southeast corner for Larry. Terry Gackstetter owns the majority of the property behind Larry’s building.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Trustee Bob Worth told the Council the Canadian thistles/obnoxious weeds are a real issue in the City. Bob would like to contact Robert Olson with the Lincoln Environmental Office regarding mowing inside the City limits instead of outside the City limits. The citizens of the City can make an attempt to cut and mow the thistles until someone is contacted. It was stated Nature Conservancy should be contacted as well in regards to the weeds and Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper said he will contact Nature Conservancy regarding this issue.

Bob Worth then reminded the Council the Farm Tour is next Tuesday, July 12, 2016. The bus will be picking up anyone wanting to take the tour at the City Office/Heritage Center at 5:30 PM.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she will be on vacation July 20 through July 26, 2016 and Rosie DeZeeuw will be covering the office in the mornings and early afternoons on these days.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then informed the Council she received a letter from Southwest Health and Human Services regarding the requirement to have the commercial refrigerator at the Community Center. Even though food is not being prepared, the food services activities taking place at the site are required to be licensed by Southwest Health and Human Services. Refrigerators used to store dairy products and condiments must be NSF approved.

MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council part-time police officer Cole Nordmeyer purchased the gun the City bought for him last year. Trustee Bob Worth reminded the Council they had decided not to sell the gun at a previous meeting. The decision to sell the gun should have included the Council as a whole by sending an e-mail so they could act on it as well.

Mayor Barb Powell then informed the Council she received another call regarding the chicken coop inside the fence on Benton Street. The chicken coops in the City need to be up to code, and Police Chief Thor Tollefson will be given a list of chicken owners to verify the codes for the coops are in compliance with the ordinance.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for June was given by Police Chief Thor Tollefson. Police Chief Thor Tollefson was called out for a complaint and was put on the agenda later than scheduled. The month of June was very busy with 59 calls. The Council asked Police Chief Thor Tollefson if the City’s gun sold to Cole Nordmeyer was in Cole’s name. Police Chief Thor Tollefson said Cole Nordmeyer needs to sign an ATF form when he is back in Lake Benton and the gun will legally be in Cole’s name.

MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the June police report. Motion carried.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


