
JULY 18, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, July 18, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, and Jack Redlinger were present. Trustee Bob Worth was present via telephone. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Sandy Dahl, Larry Robins, Daryl Schlapkohl, David Nordmeyer, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, Stan Cutil, and Mark Wilmes from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
David Nordmeyer informed the Council his son Cole purchased a gun from the City that was approved at their October 5, 2015 meeting and requested why this situation turned into something bigger than it had to. Mayor Barb Powell reminded the Council at their October 5, 2015 meeting it was agreed upon to purchase a hand gun for the part-time officer that was POST eligible in which the part-time officer will make payments to the City until the gun is paid in full. Instead of making payments, Cole Nordmeyer purchased the gun in one full payment. It was requested that the motion not to allow the part-time officer to purchase the gun at the June 6, 2016 meeting be rescinded. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to rescind the motion made on June 6, 2016 not to sell the gun to the part-time officer with the exception not to purchase another hand gun. Motion carried.
David Nordmeyer commented about the statement in the newspaper regarding the amount paid for the gun and stating the City made money on it. David confirmed to the Council that Cole paid for the gun plus the shipping charges and the City did not make money on the gun. The City was paid back the same amount they paid out. The Council agreed.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 5, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 5, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
ITC
$
239.17
USTI
$
11.12
QUARNSTROM/DOERING
$
1,949.22
L-P RURAL WATER
$
12,801.00

LAKE BENTON PARTS
$
70.25
LB HARDWARE
$
146.99
EXPRESS WAY
$
1,032.72
RICK’S WELDING
$
19.00
GOPHER STATE
$
21.60
CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
137.08
POSTMASTER
$
116.28
S & E AUTO
$
15.00
CHAMBER-CVB
$
314.82
RADAR ROAD TEC
$
35.00

CNH INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL
$
3.00
LINCOLN CTY RECORD
$
46.00
SW SANITATION
$
3,421.74
XION TECHNOLOGIES
$
50.00
JOSH GUMS
$
561.60
CARDMEMBER SERVICES
$
1,274.06
MN FIRE CERT BD
$
40.00
VERIZON
$
35.03
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
39.95
CHAD KOOPMAN
$
540.00
SCHUNEMAN EQUIP
$
245.10
THOMAS PLUMBING
$
2,072.19
KEEPRS, INC.
$
414.00
Trustee Bob Worth made a motion not to purchase another gun at this time. Police Chief Thor Tollefson said the gun he just purchased will be used by the new part-time officer. It was suggested since the City already has a hand gun, why do we need to purchase another one. Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen confirmed that there is in fact a hand gun in the City’s safe. It was shown to Police Chief Thor Tollefson who explained to the Council it is a six-shooter revolver and is not adequate for the police officers to use as a hand gun. Thor went on to explain the new part-time officer will need a hand gun and that is why it was purchased.

It was questioned why Police Chief Thor Tollefson purchased the gun without authorization from the City Council. It was stated he is the Police Chief and his part-time officers need a gun. It was then questioned why Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper and Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen need to get authorization for everything they purchase. It was suggested that all City staff request authorization to purchase items or not at all. The Council cannot play favorites. If part-time officers need a gun, authorization should be given to do so by the Council.

Discussion continued on if the City already has a hand gun, why do we need to purchase another one.
MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Roll call vote:  Jack Redlinger-in favor; Diann Powell-in favor; Al Lindemann-in favor; Bob Worth-not in favor – three votes for approving the claims as presented; one vote against approving the claims as presented. Motion carried.
The next item of business was concerns on City policies and procedures. Larry Robins was present to bring his concerns before the Council and stated his concerns were the same as everyone else’s in regards to the gun. There seemed to be a big conflict on the payment made to the City and everything has now been explained.
Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen requested the Council return back to the claims and informed them that the amount of $12,801.00 paid to Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water was the City’s portion for the new shed that houses the water pressure reducing relief valve. She requested Council approval to transfer $15,000.00 from the Sewer Fund to the Water Fund to pay for this. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to transfer $15,000.00 from the Sewer Fund to the Water Fund to pay for the shed that houses the water pressure reducing valve. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to set meeting dates for the 2017 budget. The proposed tax levy needs to be certified to the County Auditor on or before September 30, 2016. The Council can plan to meet for a maximum of one hour at each budget meeting. Discussion took place and the Council agreed to set the first date on Monday, August 22, 2016 at 5:30 PM at the Heritage Center/City Office. The City Administrator/Clerk will post the meeting agenda.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council he talked with Doug Lage from the DNR about bow hunting in the City limits and they said he should contact Wendy Krueger with the DNR at the Marshall office. Residents can apply in Lake Benton for a special bow hunting license for the “bonus” season which is only during bow hunting season. The individuals can then apply for the license from the City and need to be interviewed by the City to prove they can properly shoot a bow and arrow. After some discussion, the Council agreed they do not like the idea of a City Officer being responsible to interview the applicants and will not be offering this to the citizens of the City.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then told the Council he contacted Rapid City, Pierre and Eastern Railroad, Inc. regarding the 0.14 acres of property located by the City shed to see if they would be willing to sell the property to the City. The individual he needs to speak with is on a two-week vacation and he will hopefully have an answer for the Council at their next meeting.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper than informed the Council that Aaron Coe with CHS contacted him and asked if the City is planning to blade the parking area they are leasing from CHS. The Council agreed they do not have plans to do that.

As an information item, on Wednesday, July 20, 2016 Minnesota Pollution Control will be doing their annual walk-thru with Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper in regards to the City’s water treatment plants, etc.

Stan Cutil, one of the owners of the Lake Benton Bar, requested to put up temporary “10 minute parking” signs in front of the bar due to the fact their off-sale customers need to park too far away when the bar is busy just to get their off-sale. That street is owned by the County and Todd will speak with the County Engineer to have him bring it to the County Commissioners. The Council informed Stan if the County approves it, the City will talk about it at their next meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Trustee Jack Redlinger requested Todd dump the garbage can by the turn around at the lake. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed Jack he will take care of it.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council she will be on vacation July 20 through July 26, 2016.
MAYORAL REPORT:
None.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


