
JANUARY 4, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, January 4, 2016 at 
5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Appointed Trustee Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, Karen Lichtsinn, Anne Lichtsinn, Gerry and Faye Rochelle, and Roger Rudebusch were also present.
Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
The ‘Oath of Office’ was administered to incoming Trustee Bob Worth by City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen.

Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. Roger Rudebusch commented that he would like to see the recycling truck come a little later in the morning so people can take their containers out in the morning instead of the night before due to weather beating up the containers. It was stated they come when they can and they mention on their 800 number to have the containers out the night before they pick up.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 21, 2015 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 21, 2015. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
OTTERTAIL
$
2,377.91
L-P RURAL WATER
$
3,026.10

TODD DRAPER
$
32.00
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00

MN LIFE
$
6.80
CHS
$
1,135.55
PROACTION UNIFORMS
$
694.62
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
45.15
SCHUNEMAN EQUIP
$
260.00

MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for December was given by Police Chief Thor Tollefson. Reports of incidents have slowed down which is good. The squad car is working well but the brakes are starting to squeak, so he’ll need to get them fixed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the December Police Report. Motion carried.

Police Chief Thor Tollefson then informed the Council Alex J. Anderson (AJ) started his part-time officer duties for the City last week. He only needed a limited time to train AJ as he already works full-time in Canby. AJ will be working three shifts this month. Cole Nordmeyer started his training with Police Chief Thor Tollefson last evening and needs more training because he is fresh out of school and doesn’t have the experience. New officers usually require 80 hours of training and Police Chief Thor Tollefson believes he can have Cole trained by March to be on his own with 28 hours a month.
The next item of business was to renew the 2016 annual lease between the City and the Historical Society for the Heritage Center building. Karen Lichtsinn and Anne Lichtsinn were present to answer any questions the Council may have about the lease. The City allocated $6,500.00 to the Historical Society for 2016 for the operation of the museum. Karen Lichtsinn informed the Council the individual that was cleaning the Heritage Center quit due to the fact she didn’t have time. They will begin advertising for someone to clean. Mayor Barb Powell asked if they were going to do a background check on the new individual and suggested they do so. Mayor Barb Powell will get a copy of the information to City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen and the cost to perform the check could be $21.00 to $25.00. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve the 2016 annual lease between the City and the Historical Society for the Heritage Center and authorize the Mayor and Administrator/Clerk to sign the annual lease. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the Mortgagee’s Consent to Native Prairie Bank Conservation Easement State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources for Sharon Huhta that was tabled from the previous meeting of December 21, 2015. Additional information was received and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council on the first issue that the “Deferred Loan” (known as a grant) was joined into by David (now deceased) and Sharon Huhta and agreed to reside in their house nine months out of the year for ten years. As of now, we are in the fifth year of the Agreement which would mean 60% of the grant would have to be repaid if Sharon does not occupy the property as her residence for nine months of the year.
The second item in question was in regards to the loss in tax dollars to the City. City Attorney Mike Cable met with the County Assessor’s Office and the real estate taxes on this property are approximately $1,670.00 and of that amount the City receives approximately $1,231.00. If the Easement is granted, the valuation of this property will be reduced and the City would get approximately $500.00 to $700.00 less. 
Discussion took place on the understanding of the agreement that the said Deferred Loan Repayment Agreement indicates that if “the real estate described below is sold, transferred, or otherwise conveyed (whether by deed, contract for deed, or otherwise), voluntarily or involuntarily,……the Borrower shall repay the lender. The Council believes either Sharon Huhta or the DNR should consider paying the deferred loan back. The Council also discussed the easement in question and would like to see a map. After additional conversation, the Council tabled the agenda item again until they can have City Attorney Mike Cable at a meeting. The Council also requested that City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen contact the DNR to have them come to a meeting as well. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to table the agenda item until City Attorney Mike Cable and the DNR are present. Motion carried.
6:00 PM PUBLIC HEARING
At 6:00 PM Acting Mayor Al Lindemann presided over the next agenda item and called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing on granting two Conditional Use Permits to Barb Powell. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to go into the Public Hearing. Motion carried.

The first Conditional Use Permit will allow Barb Powell to use her residence at 106 S. Morton Street to operate a hair salon. The second petition will allow her to rent her property at 102 S. Morton on a daily, weekly, monthly or yearly basis. No one in the audience asked to be heard on granting the Conditional Use Permits to Barb Powell. Barb Powell informed the Council that the property she is renting can be rented to someone to use as an office, hair salon, sell antiques, or even use it for day care. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the Conditional Use Permits to Barb Powell to use her residence at 106 S. Morton Street to operate a hair salon. Motion carried. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to rent her property at 102 S. Morton on a daily, weekly, monthly or yearly basis. Motion carried. MOTION by 

Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to return to the regular meeting. Motion carried.
Mayor Barb Powell then presided over the meeting. The next item of business was to review/act on the snow emergency issues. It has been questioned if the Council might consider enforcing the City’s Ordinance No 71.04 Declaration of Snow Emergency; Parking Prohibited. It was recommended the City could first publish something in the paper making the residents of the City aware that there will be no parking on the streets if two or more inches of snow fell. Discussion took place that there are residents in the City that do not have garages or driveways to park somewhere other than the street. Those individuals are good about moving their vehicles when they can. There is only a select few that do have a garage and a driveway, but still park on the street. It was discussed that Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper can put a warning sticker on the cars on the street and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen can follow up with a letter warning the vehicle owner(s) that their vehicle must be moved. If the vehicle is not moved, a second and third warning letter will be sent to the owner(s). City Administrator/Clerk will put a message on the local access channel as well as information in the newspaper.
The next item of business was to review/act on the approval of a new board member to the Library Board. The Library Board has nominated Matt Meyer and he has agreed. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve Matt Meyer as the new Library Board Member beginning January 1, 2016. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Proposed Mayoral and Council Appointments for 2016. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the 2016 Mayoral Appointments as follows:  Acting Mayor-Al Lindemann; Street Commission-Al Lindemann, Jack Redlinger; Heritage Center/Community Center/Opera House-Diann Powell, Bob Worth; Water/Sewer/Refuse-Al Lindemann, Bob Worth; Library-Diann Powell; Police-Jack Redlinger, Barb Powell; Recreation/City Parks-Diann Powell, Barb Powell; Chamber of Commerce/CVB/Tourism/LIFE-Bob Worth, Jack Redlinger; Weeds-Bob Worth; Fire Department-Al Lindemann; First Responders-Jack Redlinger; Cable TV-Bob Worth; EDA Representatives-Barb Powell, Diann Powell; Human Resources-Barb Powell, Al Lindemann. Motion carried. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to approve the 2016 Council Appointments as follows:  City Administrator/Clerk-Eileen Christensen; Tree Inspector-Jim Roggenbuck; Librarian-Shelly Finzen; Fire Chief-Pat McCarthy; Civil Defense-First Responders; City Attorney/Firm/Rate-Michael W. Cable, Quarnstrom, Doering at $150.00 per hour not to exceed $150.00 per meeting; Official Newspaper-Lake Benton Valley Journal; Official Depository for City Funds-First Security Bank, Lake Benton. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council the City has their new tractor. The construction of the shed to house the above ground water pressure gage has been suspended until spring. Trustee Bob Worth inquired how old the City’s snow blower his and was informed it is 19 years old and has been and is a good unit. It was discussed that a new snow blower could be purchased for approximately $4,000.00 and the best time to purchase one would be in the spring (March). It was decided to check back in March to see what funds are available and the need to purchase a new snow blower.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
None.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
None.
MAYORAL REPORT:
None.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by
Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


