
JANUARY 19, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 
5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable, City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Sharon Huhta, Pat Haynes, Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal, Roger Rudebusch, Sandy Dahl, and Scott Christensen were also present.
Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 4, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 4, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
LAKE BENTON GROCERY
$
9.00
ITC
$
217.10

USTI
$
10.64
QUARNSTROM/DOERING
$
825.00

LB PARTS HOUSE
$
209.48
LB HARDWARE
$
365.75
LINCOLN CTY ASSESSOR
$
1,150.00
CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
137.01
POSTMASTER
$
123.55
S & E AUTO
$
286.70
SW CHIEFS ASSOC.
$
40.00
CITY OF TYLER
$
64.00
PAT HAYNES
$
50.00
LAKE BENTON EDA
$
9,655.00

LB CHAMBER-CVB
$
6,530.39
LB HISTORICAL SOCIETY
$
6,500.00
CHS
$
1,949.40
SW SANITATION
$
3,441.12
CARDMEMBER SERVICES
$
302.14
VERIZON
$
35.05
BANK OF ZUMBROTA
$
10,182.50
SCHUNEMANN
$
260.33
LINCOLN CTY HRA
$
1,951.82
MARCO
$
403.35

The Council inquired what charges were included on the Quarnstrom & Doering bill. City Attorney Mike Cable stated the charges included the review of Petitions to Grant Conditional Use Permits, review of the Cooperative Agreement between the State of Minnesota and the City of Lake Benton’s Lakeside Park-Public Water Access, and working with the County Assessor’s Office to get information the Council requested him to get regarding the Mortgagee’s Consent with the State of Minnesota DNR. City Attorney Mike Cable then informed the Council he will credit the City of Lake Benton two of the charges ($45.00 and $180.00) totaling $225.00 that should be sent to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources because they requested he write up the agreement between the City and Sharon Huhta. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton which includes the credit of $225.00 from the Quarnstrom and Doering bill. Motion carried.
The next item on the agenda was to discuss the item tabled at their January 4, 2016 meeting on the Mortgagee’s Consent to Native Prairie Bank Conservation Easement State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources for Sharon Huhta. A Council member questioned why the Consent was even brought to the City to sign when the City of Lake Benton has nothing to do with the agreement between the State of Minnesota DNR and Sharon Huhta? City Attorney Mike Cable explained the State of Minnesota has always done this. He went on to say it is better if the City consents to the easement so the State doesn’t have a problem. The grant money in question is not the City’s money. The purpose of the grant was to improve homes in the City and some residents could not do so without help. When the Huhta’s applied for the grant, the City chose to include their entire tract of land instead of restricting it to only the house and a couple acres around the house. Sharon Huhta is still occupying her residence and is currently complete with 60% of the grant agreement. After further discussion, City Attorney explained to the Council that this is a subordinate, which insures the City will get paid prior to anyone else getting the grant money should Sharon default on the agreement. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the Mortgagee’s Consent to Native Prairie Bank Conservation Easement State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Service Contract for the Local Access Channel and the Electronic Sign between the City and Pat Haynes from February 1, 2016 through January 31, 2017. The agreement states Pat will spend eight (8) hours a month to service and update the Local Access Channel and spend four (4) hours a month to service and update the Electronic Sign. The agreement states the City will pay Pat Haynes $240.00 a month. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the Service Contract for the Local Access Channel and Electronic Sign between the City and Pat Haynes from February 1, 2016 through January 31, 2017 for $240.00 a month. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Diann Powell will attend the Library meeting on January 28, 2016 and the allocation from Lincoln County to Plum Creed will be increased in 2016. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper is working on fixing the doors and water pipes at the Library. 
Bob Worth said he missed the annual Opera House meeting, but wanted to congratulate Steven Hurd for being appointed to the Opera House Board.
Discussion then took place regarding the speeding on Highway 75 and that the Police Chief should patrol Highway 75 more often and give out more warning tickets. City Attorney Mike Cable inquired when the Police Chief’s probation period will be up and was informed it is July 1, 2016. He then stated the Council needs to get all the communication issues corrected between the City, the Council and the Police Chief regarding this issue and any more issues before his one year probation is up or the City will need to work against the union.

ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that the Department of Revenue requires any new board members to attend online training (attached) to be in compliance with the City’s Board of Appeal and Equalization (BAE). Trustee Diann Powell is compliant, Mayor Barb Powell has taken the training and is compliant, and Bob Worth will begin his training this week.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then asked the Council if they would like to see City Attorney Mike Cable attend the Council meetings. Discussion took place and it was decided that City Attorney Mike Cable need not attend every meeting but they may need him if something should come up. City Attorney Mike Cable said he would like to get advance notice of when the Council needs him, and the Council informed him they should know if they will need him and give him a two week notice.

City Administrator/Clerk informed the Council that the Annual Fire/Township Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 18, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at the Community Center.

MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell thanked Steven Hurd for helping the City with the lost utility bills by putting it in the paper and on Facebook. Pat Haynes was also thanked for putting it on the Local Access Channel.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by
Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


