
FEBRUARY 1, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, February 1, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent, City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, Library Director Shelly Finzen, Scott Christensen, and Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.
Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. No items were brought forward at this time.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 19, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindeman to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 19, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
SHELLY FINZEN
$
97.20
OTTERTAIL
$
2,086.57
L-P RURAL WATER
$
2,772.00
VEIRE’S
$
1,073.28
GOPHER STATE ONE CALL
$
100.00
TODD DRAPER
$
42.75
PAT HAYNES
$
240.00
MINNESOTA LIFE
$
6.80
AVENET, LLC
$
375.00
KINNER & COMPANY
$
121.00
PROACTION UNIFORMS
$
53.97
NEVE’S UNIFORMS
$
695.00
PALISADES
$
1,708.09
TROY NORDMEYER
$
32.00
PEOPLE
$
116.07
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
57.56
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
90.30
KEEPRS, INC.
$
437.99
The Trustees inquired if the payroll information can be included with the claims. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen said she can include January’s payroll information at the next regular meeting and will include that information with the claims the first meeting of the month thereafter. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
POLICE REPORT:
The Police Report for January was given by Police Chief Thor Tollefson. Trustee Diann Powell said her husband has been driving on Highway 75 for 21 years and this is the most he has seen patrol coverage on Highway 75. Police Chief Thor Tollefson then answered some of the questions the Council had regarding the violations for the month. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the January police report. Motion carried.
Police Chief Thor Tollefson informed the Council the part-time police officers are working well. Cole Nordmeyer will be working with Thor one more day and will be on his own after tomorrow.

The next item of business was to review/act on the Cooperative Agreement between the State of Minnesota-DNR and the City of Lake Benton Lakeside Park – Public Water Access. The DNR received funding to construct the water access but the physical construction will not begin until the fall of 2017. Legal Counsel has reviewed and approved the language and exhibits in the agreement, and stated he would like to point out that the City can cancel this Agreement after giving three months notice to terminate in accordance with Paragraph V. TERM b. Expiration Date.  MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the Cooperative Agreement between the State of Minnesota-DNR and City of Lake Benton/Lakeside Park – Public Water Access. Motion carried.
LIBRARY UPDATE:
The Library Update was given by Library Director Shelly Finzen. Shelly presented the Council with the 2015 annual report for the Library as well as the Library’s 2016 Goals. The annual report was a combination of staff-kept records and Plum Creek reports. Shelly informed the Council the Library Board added a goal in addition to the ones given to them prior to this evening’s meeting. The goal was to install a dedicated terminal for patrons to perform library collection searches and ordering.
Discussion then took place regarding internet access at the Library. Shelly explained the internet is free access to the public provided by the State and the filtering provided is good. Shelly went on to explain the Library has no control over what people write in e-mails as they cannot put a block on them. However, patrons must go through a “Splash” page before entering into their e-mail account which seems to help in the filtering process.

Discussion then took place on incorporating additional items into the summer reading program. Trustee Bob Worth informed Shelly and the Council the Minnesota Corn Producers created a video for children that can be shown or checked out at the Library.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council of the following:
· The new tractor works great. 
· The LP contract with CHS has expired and the City is now contracted with Palisades.
· The building of the shed for the meter and pressure reducing valve project will begin in the spring.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then requested approval from the Council to attend the Minnesota Rural Water Association Annual Conference in St. Cloud on March 1-3, 2016. The registration is free and he can room with someone from Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water who is also attending the conference. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will also get 16 credit hours for attending the conference and sessions. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to approve Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper to attend the Minnesota Rural Water Association Annual Conference in St. Cloud on March 1-3, 2016. Motion carried.
Trustee Bob Worth than thanked Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper for giving him a tour of the City and showing him the City’s buildings, pump house, and all the various things the Maintenance Department does.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen gave the Council a copy of Ordinance No. 151 An Ordinance to Regulate the Holding and Calling of Regular and Special Meetings and Changing Salaries of the Mayor and Council. The Ordinance states the Mayor and Council members are affixed $40.00 and $30.00 respectively for each regular and special meeting of the City Council, meeting of the Board of Review and such other meetings attended by the Mayor/Council persons. She requested the Council to approve or not approve compensating Council liaisons appointed to the City Committee/Boards. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth not to compensate the Council liaisons for attending meetings they are appointed to. Motion carried.

Trustee Bob Worth said he attended the Annual Chamber Kickoff and said it was enjoyable and very well attended.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that the vacuum cleaner used to clean the Heritage Center is not working properly. Karen Lichtsinn did some research on purchasing a new one, and to share the cost of the vacuum cleaner between the Chamber-CVB, Historical Society and the City. Karen said the cost per entity could be between $100.00 and $150.00. Discussion took place the Council would like to see the vacuum purchased locally. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve contributing 1/3 of the cost of the vacuum cleaner to clean the Heritage Center with the stipulation that the vacuum cleaner must be purchased in town. Motion carried.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then informed the Council that Jesse Schmidt requested she give them a copy of a letter he wrote and a booklet for them to read in regards to the City’s Ordinance on Chickens.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen asked the Council to mark their calendars for the 2016 Board of Review meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 7:00 pm. 
MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council the County Commissioners are asking the Cities in the County to host a Volunteer Appreciation Day. The City of Lake Benton’s day is scheduled for April 5, 2016 and we will be serving coffee and cookies at the Community Center or the Heritage Center. Mayor Barb Powell and Trustee Jack Redlinger should be available for the event and Mayor Barb Powell will get more information when it is available.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


