
AUGUST 8, 2016
The Special Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, August 8, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable was absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Scott Christensen, Daryl Schlapkohl, Larry Robins, Jim Veire, Dave Nordmeyer, Tyler Police Chief John Spindler, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.
Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

Mayor Barb Powell reminded the Council and the audience that Police Chief Thor Tollefson is on a 90-day medical leave and the City needs to appoint an Acting Chief of Police. Mayor Barb Powell said the Lake Benton part-time Police Officer AJ Anderson is interested, and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen said City Attorney Mike Cable informed her Guy Harding, Deputy with the Lincoln County Sheriff’s office, is also interested at no cost to the City. Mayor Barb Powell said she contacted Sheriff Chad Meester and he had nothing to say to her. It was also stated that AJ Anderson is already on the City’s roster.
Discussion took place on whether AJ Anderson had the time to commit to the City of Lake Benton because he is a full-time officer with the City of Canby and part-time officer for the City of Tyler. How many hours can he work for the City of Lake Benton? AJ is currently on vacation and will be working the State Fair through the middle of September. The Council was informed AJ said he could make it work, and as interim Acting Chief of Police, he will be doing more administrative duties. Mayor Barb Powell then stated AJ Anderson will be paid when he’s working for the City of Lake Benton. 

Discussion then took place that the City doesn’t want to over exert AJ Anderson and Guy Harding is willing to be the Acting Chief of Police with no charge to the City. Mayor Barb Powell stated she talked with the Lincoln County Commissioners and they informed her they will need to okay Guy Harding to work for the City of Lake Benton as an interim Acting Chief of Police. It was the consensus that both AJ Anderson and someone from the County Sheriff’s office should have been at the meeting. Tyler Police Chief John Spindler stated to the Council they don’t need to make it harder than it has to be. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Diann Powell to appoint AJ Anderson as the Acting Chief of Police. Jack Redlinger – Aye, Bob Worth – Nay. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to designate a potential part-time Police Officer for the City of Lake Benton. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council City Attorney Mike Cable requested the Council consider hiring Kurtis Szerlip with the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office, and he is willing to work 20 hours a week at $15.00 an hour. Tyler Police Chief John Spindler informed the Council when the City hires a new officer, that individual will need to go through a medical exam and psychiatric evaluation which could cost the City more money. Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council that it is AJ Anderson’s responsibility to appoint a part-time officer.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by

Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann and carried, the meeting adjourned.
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