
AUGUST 22, 2016
A Special Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, August 22, 2016 at 5:30 PM in the Heritage Center/City Office.  Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Diann Powell, Al Lindemann, Jack Redlinger and Bob Worth present. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Pat McCarthy, Daryl Trigg, Scott Christensen, Mike Berger, Dave Nordmeyer, Darin Herschberger, Todd Dykstra, Garrett Petersen, Jameson Vermaat, Bill Bunkers and Mike Czech with the Lake Benton Fire Department, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the Special meeting to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

The purpose of the meeting was to begin work on the 2017 budget for the City of Lake Benton.

Members from the Lake Benton Fire Department were present to speak to the Council in regards to their budget. The Fire Department informed the Council they had four (4) CRP burns this past spring and made approximately $8,200.00 in which they were planning to use for jackets, polo shirts, dress attire for funerals, and new turn-out gear. However, the State is requiring them to give the CRP burn money to the City or put it in their Relief Fund.

The Fire Department’s turn-out gear is over ten years old and non-compliant with OSHA. The Fire Department has already purchased two sets of turn-out gear for the new members, and will need to purchase 22 more within the next two to three years. The cost per turn-out gear is approximately $1,500.00 to 2,000.00.
Although the CRP burn money is for the 2016 fiscal year, the Fire Department has another CRP burn scheduled for 2017 and would like to create a uniform allowance line item to purchase the jackets, polo shirts, dress attire for funerals, and turn-out gear. They also requested creating another line item in their revenue account for CRP burns. Discussion then took place in regards to applying for grants for the turn-out gear and requesting funds from the Townships. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to create a revenue line item for CRP burns and an expense line item for clothing allowance designated to the purchase of jackets, polo shirts, dress attire for funerals and turn-out gear. Motion carried.
The Fire, Library, and Water Funds were reviewed and some of the inserted numbers were revised. The Council approved creating a $5,000.00 CD for the Fire Department Capital Outlay/Building Fund, a $1,000.00 CD for the Capital Outlay/Water Meters, and a $5,000.00 CD for the Water Tank Upkeep.

The figures for the principal and interest for the 2008 Street Project loan with Rural Development ($40,000.00 principal of approximately $100,000.00 interest) were inserted in the Water and Sewer Funds.

It was the consensus of the Council to meet one more time on the budget and it was set for Monday, August 29, 2016 at 5:30 PM at the Heritage Center.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth and carried, the meeting adjourned.

______________________________________                   _____________________________

MAYOR                                                                                  ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK

