
AUGUST 15, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, August 15, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Al Lindemann, Diann Powell, Jack Redlinger, and Bob Worth were present. City Attorney Mike Cable absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Pam Veire-First Security Bank-Lake Benton, Daryl Schlapkohl, Don Evers, Larry Robins, Robin McChesney, Jeff Christensen, Pat Haynes, Jenny Nordmeyer-Lake Benton HRA Chair, Scott Christensen, Travis Haack, and Shelly Finzen from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern. 
Jeff Christensen informed the Council that he called Trustee Bob Worth this past Sunday to inform him this has been the second time he has found a dead rat in his driveway and they’re coming from somewhere. He stated the neighbor to the north of him has garbage both in the front and the back of his home and believes they came from their garbage. Jeff also stated the neighbors have mouse poisoning around their place and he followed the blood path to his place. The Council informed Jeff they will be discussing this issue later on the agenda and thanked him for bringing this forth to the Council.
Don Evers then took the floor and stated he was upset by what he read in the newspaper about the Mayor contacting the Commissioners and telling the Council they informed her they will need to okay filling in a temporary Acting Chief of Police. Don informed the Council that the Commissioners were never asked if anyone from the County could fill in the temporary Acting Chief of Police, and the County is always available at no cost to the City of Lake Benton. Don went on to inform the Council the only reason the Commissioners would need to approve anything is if a City needs a County Deputy to fill in as a full-time officer. He then asked the Council why are the Lake Benton taxpayers paying money for an interim Acting Chief of Police when they can have it done for nothing. Don Evers went on to say there seems to be a conflict between the Tyler Police Chief and the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department and it has got to stop. They need to work together or there will be problems.

Mayor Barb Powell responded to Don Evers that she felt she was not being informed by City Attorney Mike Cable and that is why she contacted Sheriff Chad Meester so she could bring it before the Council, and Sheriff Chad Meester said he didn’t want to talk to her. Mayor Barb Powell also said we need to keep the communication open and she is working on that.
Don Evers then asked the Council why they need an interim Acting Chief of Police that isn’t patrolling, and do we need an Acting Chief of Police to just open the mail? The Council responded the Acting Chief of Police is needed for checking the mail, reporting and doing the schedules.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 1, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 1, 2016. Motion carried.

The minutes of the Special Meeting of August 8, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of August 8, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen presented a claim from Johansen Repair in the amount of $4,048.75 for snow removal from late December 2015 through March 2016. She informed the Council the bill was not presented to her until after the claims were paid and asked if they would like to approve payment this evening or wait until the September 6, 2016 regular Council meeting. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve payment for Johansen’s Repair with this evening’s claims. Motion carried.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then presented a claim from Thor Tollefson for the Council to approve mileage to and from Ashby, MN to Lake Benton, MN and two (2) hours to be reimbursed for attending the August 1, 2016 Council meeting. She then commented that she had not received a voucher request for the mileage from Thor Tollefson.

Discussion took place and Trustee Bob Worth stated the City has never paid mileage to attend a Council meeting before and the Council will be setting a precedence. The City should have paid Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper for driving to and from Marshall to attend the Council meetings for the past years. Trustee Bob Worth didn’t think the Council should pay mileage. Thor Tollefson was not required to be at the meeting, but as for being an AFSCME union member he wanted to be present. He is still an employee of the City of Lake Benton, and was placed on medical leave on August 1, 2016 when the Council approved the resolution. Trustee Al Lindemann agreed the City is setting a precedence by paying the mileage, and Police Chief Thor Tollefson was still on duty as far as the Council knew. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to not pay Thor Tollefson’s mileage to and from Ashby, MN to Lake Benton, MN to attend the Council meeting on August 1, 2016 and approved to pay the two hours on call time. Motion carried.
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MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried.
Pam Veire, Insurance Agent with First Security Bank-Lake Benton was present at this evening’s meeting to finalize the City’s 2016-2017 Insurance Renewal with LMCIT. The insurance renewal is due September 1, 2016. Pam began by informing the Council of the following updates since the last meeting.
The Liability Modification is higher this year due to a $1,254.00 Employment Practices claims that was entered into the calculation this time around, where as last year there were no claims to figure into the calculation and will cause a 4% increase.
Pam then informed the Council she received two quotes for the deductible options, the first for a $1,000 deductible will cost $23,653, and a second for a $2,500 deductible will cost $22,406. The difference is not much from the previous year. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to keep the $1,000 deductible for $23,653 for 2016-2017. Motion carried.
Pam then informed the Council the Workers Comp went up due to the increase on the experience modification from 1.36% to 1.37% with a discount of $1,387 totaling $18,212.00. The Maintenance and Police went up a little and everything else remained approximately the same. Pam asked the Council if they would like a deductible on the Workers Comp. The Council agreed not to have a deductible for the Worker’s Comp. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the Workers Comp and authorize the Mayor to sign the coverage form. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to approve the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Lake Benton. The Master Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) is expiring soon and requires execution of a new JPA and Court Amendment. The City is required to provide a resolution, the JPA with appropriate signatures, and the Court Amendment with appropriate signatures. The agreement allows the City Attorney and Police Chief to use the BCA’s systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve Resolution Number 2016815. Motion carried. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the State Joint Powers Agreement. Motion carried. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to approve the Court Amendment. Motion carried. MOTION by Al Lindemann, seconded by Bob Worth to authorize the signatures for the resolution, Joint Powers Agreement and the Court Amendment. Motion carried.

6:00 PUBLIC HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT
At 6:00 PM Mayor Barb Powell called for a motion to go into the Public Hearing on Improvement of Coteau Street. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to go into the Public Hearing on the Improvement on Coteau Street. Motion carried.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council that City Attorney Mike Cable was unable to attend the Public Hearing this evening and said if there are any issues on the proposed improvement, the Council can continue the hearing to September 6th or 19th with a definite time and place and he will be present.

City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen then informed the Council they can adopt the Resolution Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans which can be adopted this evening or anytime within six (6) months after the Improvement Hearing of August 15, 2016. The City can reduce the project, but can’t increase the extent of the improvement. This resolution takes a 4/5 vote so a roll call vote will need to be taken by the Mayor and Trustees.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council and the audience that in 2007-2008 the City approved an Assessment Account for the City’s assessment projects in which 20% of the project is to be assessed to the property owners and payable on their assessment taxes for ten years. The percentage rate is 2% above the prime rate. Banner and Associates came up with an approximate amount of the project and the total costs at the end of the project will be assessed to each property. The project includes total black top cover, water main replacement, curb and gutter, and service replacement. The storm sewer catch basins are to be replaced in an area on Coteau Street. The sanitary manhole at the south end of the street is in need of replacement and now is the time to do it. There is a storm drain in the County right-of-way and Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper talked with the County Engineer who opted to complete this in-house with his own crew and correct the situation with the storm drain. This is not included with the project.

A grid firm will be used to stabilize the wet ground. There are a few services that are shallow and would freeze in the winter. These will all be put down to the same level as the rest.

The total cost of the project is $215,000.00. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper handed out an approximate cost of the assessments as of now, and informed the Council and the audience he contacted the County Assessor’s office to verify footage per property. Shelly Delaney owns the vacant lot on Coteau Street and she may not want to add water, and that could change the assessment costs per residence. The formula for the assessment is based on the footage and actual cost of the project. 
An audience member asked what the timeline of the project is. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper anticipates bidding will be in February and the work will begin in the spring. He then reminded the Council and the audience the City has an assessment fund that will pay the remaining 80% of the project and money paid in by those assessed on this project will be spent on the next project.

There were no more comments or questions from the audience.
MOTION by Diann Powel, seconded by Jack Redlinger to adopt the Resolution Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans to continue on with the improvement on Coteau Street. Roll call vote:  Al Lindemann-in favor; Diann Powell-in favor; Jack Redlinger-in favor; Bob Worth-in favor; Barb Powell-in favor. Motion approved unanimously. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Al Lindemann to go back to the regular meeting. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on the Lake Benton HRA. Jenny Nordmeyer was in attendance to discuss the Lake Benton HRA. She explained to the Council that the entity still exists and belongs to the City. It does not have any assets since they were transferred to the Lincoln County HRA in 2014.

It is the City’s choice to continue with the Lake Benton HRA or dissolve it. The City needs to decide if there is a need to keep it. Should the City decide to dissolve the Lake Benton HRA, and would like to get back into housing in the future, getting a grant and funding would consist of going through a lot of legalities but would still be able to get back into the housing. The City may want to incorporate it with the EDA and talk with Vince Robinson. As long as the Lake Benton HRA is still in existence, they will still have to have an annual meeting and submit an annual report to the state.
After some discussion on working to form another HRA in the future why not keep this one. It was also asked if any other Cities in the County have their own HRA and Lake Benton was the only one that had one perhaps because they were more pro-active. It doesn’t cost anything to keep the Lake Benton HRA except to file the annual report to the state with a filing fee of $35.00. The EDA could consider incorporating the HRA. Jenny then reminded the Council that it is up to the City to decide if they want to keep it active or not active – abolish it to the EDA and go to the County for housing. Everything in Lake Benton is full right now and the Lincoln County EDA is working with the County EDA’s on a Housing Study. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Al Lindeman to table this subject to the next regular meeting of September 6, 2016 and invite Vince Robinson to be in attendance. Motion carried.
PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Trustee Diann Powell asked Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper if a permanent structure is being built (i.e. a fence) can another fence be permanently connected to it. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will look into it.

The Council then requested to send second notices to clean up their properties to Busselman Valley Lumber, Nathan Carter and Wes Miller and have them appear at the City Council meeting on September 16, 2016 if nothing has been taken care of prior to that time.

The Council inquired of the property at 112 S. Fremont if there has been any progress. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she spoke with the property owner today and he is working on getting rid of the items and sorting through them – he is showing some progress. The vehicle on the property is not licensed and he was informed that it cannot be on his property without proper plates and licenses.

After some discussion on the properties with nuisance animals, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council he will speak with both property owners at 209 S. Fremont, and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will send them letters to appear at the Council meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2016.

Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council that the residents living on Parkview Drive would like no parking signs put on the west side of the road. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper informed the Council that Kenny Nielsen is the on-site manager at Hole in the Mountain apartments and the parking area is for tenants only. There are a lot of visitors and some tenants have more than one, two or three vehicles. It was suggested to add 48 hour parking signs. It is an issue and a hazard when residents walk on that street. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper will report back to the Council with suggestions at the next regular Council meeting on September 6, 2016.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council of the Budget Meeting scheduled for next Monday, August 22, 2016 at 5:30 PM. It should only take an hour and the Council will be able to attend the Lake Benton School’s Open House that evening.
MAYORAL REPORT:
None.
There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by 
Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


