
APRIL 18, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Lake Benton City Council was held on Monday, April 18, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Heritage Center/City Office. Mayor Barb Powell presided. Trustees Diann Powell, Bob Worth, and Jack Redlinger were present. City Attorney Mike Cable and Trustee Al Lindemann were absent. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen, Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Daryl Schlapkohl, Gerry and Faye Rochel, Leah Gauquie, Janel DeVries, Sandy Dahl, Roger Rudebusch, and Steven Hurd from the Lake Benton Valley Journal were also present.

Mayor Barb Powell called the meeting to order.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
Mayor Barb Powell then asked if anyone in attendance had an item, not on the agenda, to bring up during the Open Forum part of the meeting. If so they had two minutes to state their concern.  Roger Rudebusch addressed the Council and said the City better get rid of the cop before July 1st before you have trouble on your hands.
The minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 4, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 4, 2016. Motion carried.

The minutes of the Special Board of Review Meeting of April 12, 2016 were reviewed. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve the minutes of the Special Board of Review Meeting of April 12, 2016. Motion carried.

claims presented against the city of lake benton:
USTI
$
10.88
QUARNSTROM/DOERING
$
150.00

LB PARTS HOUSE
$
58.46
LB HARDWARE
$
137.35
RICK’S WELDING
$
275.00
GOPHER STATE
$
5.80
CITY OF LAKE BENTON
$
138.54
POSTMASTER
$
119.70

LINC. CTY TREASURER
$
30.00
SOUTHWEST SANITATION
$
3,421.74
TITAL MACHINERY
$
17.50
PALISADES
$
14,687.86
CARDMEMBER
$
64.27
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION
$
29.99
BUFFALO RIDGE NEWS
$
37.50
SCHUNEMANN EQUIP
$
39.52

MARCO
$
233.80

MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve payment of the claims presented against the City of Lake Benton. Motion carried and the Mayor authorized the City Administrator/Clerk to make payment.
The next item of business was to review/act on setting a fee for Conditional Use Permits. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council she talked with Legal Counsel who informed her Council can take action and pass by resolution to either charge a fee to property owners getting a Conditional Use Permit or make the property owner pay all legal and publication fees. After some discussion on how rates may fluctuate, setting a said amount would not be fair to the property owner. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the property owner getting a Conditional Use Permit is responsible for paying the legal and publication fees. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on a petition to grant a Conditional Use Permit to Leah Gauquie. The petition will allow her to use her residence at 210 E. Benton Street to operate a massage therapy business. The Council was informed they will need to set a Conditional Use Hearing date for May 16, 2016. The hearing cannot be scheduled for the next regular meeting of May 2, 2016 because the notice has to be published in the paper ten days prior to the hearing date. Notices of Hearing on Proposed Conditional Use Permit letters will be mailed to the newspaper and to the adjoining property owners within 100 feet radius. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Bob Worth to set the Conditional Use Hearing for May 16, 2016 at 5:30 PM, and mail notices to the newspaper and adjoining property owners within 100 feet radius. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on a building permit for Jesse Schmidt to build a privacy fence around his back yard at 514 West Benton Street. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper confirmed there were no setback concerns. The fee of $25.00 has been paid. Discussion then took place that Ordinance No. 151.47 states no fence or wall located in a side or rear yard shall be of height exceeding four feet and Jesse Schmidt’s fence is six feet. It was also discussed there should be a gate access on the fence for outside entrance for utility workers. The Council further discussed Jesse Schmidt applying for a variance to raise the height of the fence or the Council considers amending the ordinance. The Council authorized City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to work with Legal Counsel to have Jesse Schmidt get a variance and/or get the information needed to amend the ordinance. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to authorize City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to work with Legal Counsel to have Jesse Schmidt get a variance and/or get the information needed to amend the ordinance. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on funding for the summer park and rec program and youth baseball and softball. Janel DeVries was in attendance to speak to the Council and request funding for the program. The first request for funding is for the summer rec activities run through the schools Community Ed Program. Janel stated they are anticipating $1,500.00 in expenses to run this program and are hoping the City will help with $1,000.00 of the cost. They are anticipating getting around $500.00 from the Community Chest. Last year the program received $1,000.00 from a grant from the Lake Benton Foundation but they will not have that funding for 2016.
Janel stated the summer rec program runs from June 6th through July 25th and is coordinated and taught by Rich Riley. Last year’s summer rec activities did very well – the highest number of children participating at one of the events was 68, and the lowest was 38 children. This year is going to be Olympic sport themed activities and the children will focus and learn about the various sports involved.
Janel then stated the boy’s youth baseball and softball teams need help to pay for t-shirts. Currently the boy’s baseball program has 21 boys in pre-k through kindergarten signed up for t-ball, and 17 boys signed up for baseball using the pitching machine. Most of these children have attended in the past and they could wear the t-shirts they had from the previous year. However, there are some new kids wanting to play and they will need t-shirts as well.

This is the first year the girls will have a softball team and Dr. Snow has shown interest to coach them. There are 12 girls signed up for summer softball and they are in need of helmets, bats, catching equipment and t-shirts. There are also 12 boys signed up for the older baseball program. Allete sponsored the ball teams last year but are not able to sponsor this year. In total there are 62 youth boys and girls wanting to play ball this year and not all of them need a new t-shirt at $8.00 a shirt. The Community Ed group is requesting $500.00 to $800.00 to fund youth baseball and softball.
This is a good activity for the youth and good for the community. It was discussed that the American Legion may be able to donate funds towards this program as well as The Lions Club sponsoring a benefit for the youth summer baseball and softball program this coming fall for next year’s program.
City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen reminded the Council they budgeted $5,000.00 for the parks, ballfields and recreation, in which approximately $1,000.00 will go towards upkeep, toilet tissue, lights, etc. The Council also considered helping put in a new fence at the ball fields but that is too costly at this time. It was suggested to put the fence up in pieces and begin with the fence in front of the dug-outs which could cost approximately $1,000.00. After further discussion, the Council communicated to Janel DeVries that if enough funding is not collected by the American Legion and they need additional funding, she can address the Council again for additional funding.  MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to approve funding of $1000.00 for the summer rec program and the summer baseball and softball program, and determine at a later date if additional funding is needed. Motion carried.
The next item of business was to review/act on purchasing a wireless router for the City’s network and copy machine. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen informed the Council the copier has been disconnecting from the Internet because the module in the copier is not working properly. She spoke with Danny Krotzer who suggested purchasing a different router to work along with the wireless router currently installed at the Heritage Center. Danny highly recommends the City consider purchasing the new router as it would create some options to possibly help the copy machine issues, create a more configurable network, and give another layer of protection. The estimated cost for the router and labor is $270.00 and Danny will credit the City $30.00 for the switch we had him install last April 2015.
Discussion took place on whether money should be spent to help the copy machines issue, or if the City needs to create a more configurable network and get an extra layer of protection. It was the consensus of the Council to use the copier as best as can be and look into leasing a new copier for next year’s budget. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Jack Redlinger to get quotes for buying and or leasing a new copier for the budget next year. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on the City Licenses for May 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen provided the Council with information on the liquor and tobacco licenses for the City as well as the temporary Malt Liquor and Dance licenses for the Fireman’s Dance from 8:00 PM on June 18, 2016 through 1:00 AM June 19, 2016. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen also stated the Police Chief needs to sign the Liquor applications so she can get them sent into the state before May 1, 2016. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to approve the following City Licenses for May 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017 with proof of liability insurance from those with On Sale Liquor Licenses: Cigarette: Lake Benton Grocery, Express Way-Lake Benton, Dad’s Wine & Spirits; Off Sale Beer:  Express Way-Lake Benton; On-Sale Malt Liquor:  Center Post; Off Sale Liquor:  Dad’s Wine &Spirits;  On Sale Liquor:  Country House Supper Club, Center Post, Becker’s Resort, Dad’s Wine & Spirits; On Sale Liquor (Sunday): Country House Supper Club, Center Post, Becker’s Resort, Dad’s Wine & Spirits; Dance:  Center Post, Dad’s Wine & Spirits; General Corporation:  Center Post, Dad’s Wine & Spirits; and to approve the Temporary 3.2% Malt Liquor and Dance to the Lake Benton Fire Department at 110 Benton Street for the Fireman’s Dance from 8:00 PM on June 18, 2016 through 1:00 AM on June 19, 2016. Motion carried.

The next item of business was to review/act on mailing spring clean-up letters to property owners. The Council was reminded they authorized Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper, Police Chief Thor Tollefson, and City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen to bring a list of property owners that they felt need to clean-up their properties. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper took pictures of the property owners that were provided to the Council for their review and action. The property owners will be given approximately one month to clean-up their property before the Council invites them to the June 6, 2016 regular Council meeting. MOTION by Diann Powell, seconded by Jack Redlinger to authorize City Staff to mail clean-up letters to the seven individual property owners provided giving them until May 16, 2016 to clean-up their properties. If the property owners have not attempted to clean-up their properties at that time, they will receive a notice to appear before the Council on June 6, 2016. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE:
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper contacted the Lincoln County Engineer to discuss options of helping to stripe the parking areas and crosswalks on the streets downtown and his response was if the City would like to stripe their downtown district, the City is responsible. The Engineer doesn’t know of any counties that fund striping for parking in downtown. They do, however, do the striping down the middle of the street. Todd went on to explain what the City has done in the past was stripe the downtown parking spaces, crosswalks by the post office and the school. Also, in the past, the City painted the curbs on the corners. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper is working on getting a quote and the cost could be between $2,500.00 to $3,500.00 to stripe the downtown parking spaces and crosswalks by the post office and the school. The Council suggested looking into working with the Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) on the Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) which helps promote healthy living and possibly assist with painting the crosswalks. City Administrator/Clerk Eileen Christensen will look into speaking with the SRDC and report back to the Council.
Trustee Bob Worth gave an update on the status of the CHS property and setting up the contract to lease the lot by the railroad tracks from CHS. Trustee Bob Worth said he spoke with Aaron Coe regarding the cost to clean up and dispose of the debris on the property and requested CHS waive the first three years lease payments. Aaron Coe said the contract is being reviewed by Corporate and is willing to forgive the first three years and the lease will be $100.00 per year after that. MOTION by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell to begin cleaning the property of the debris if Aaron Coe and CHS agree. Motion carried.
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council he has been talking with MN DOT regarding a manhole on Highway 75 that is 1 3/4” below the road. When the state overlaid Highway 75 they were supposed to put in adjusting rings and it did not get done correctly. MN DOT will not fix the problem and the City will need to do it ourselves. It will consist of using a jack hammer and redoing the manhole.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council the tractor is working well. Titan Machinery has been coming to complete the maintenance on the warranty repairs, and the City is still waiting for correct parts which should be here on April 19, 2016. The City has a one year warranty and if Todd feels they need to extend the warranty, he will bring it to the Council.

Trustee Bob Worth inquired if the Maintenance Department has looked into getting a new snow-blower. Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper said the City doesn’t have the latest bill from Johansen’s yet, and believes the City is below the budgeted figure and may start looking into it.

Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then gave an update on the Crow’s Nest door. He checked a couple places for a door and feels he can salvage it. The main problem is the door jam and Dave Nordmeyer said he will work on making a new one. 
Maintenance Supervisor Todd Draper then informed the Council he has not yet heard anything definite on the water shed with Lincoln-Pipestone Rural Water.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Bob Worth informed the Council he attended his first Chamber-CVB meeting and enjoyed it. It is a learning process and a lot of ideas are coming forward.
ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK REPORT:
None
MAYORAL REPORT:
Mayor Barb Powell informed the Council there are parties that are very interested in purchasing the Highway 75 Motel property, and will entertain any ideas the Council may have to promote the sale of the property.

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, a MOTION was made by Bob Worth, seconded by Diann Powell and carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________________             _______________________________
MAYOR                                                                          ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK


